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LETTERS FROM MR. ONCKEN. 


Persecutions in Hesse. 

June 24, 1852.— The following ex- 
tracts from letters received since my 
arrival in this country, may call forth 
both sympathy and gratitude among the 
churches of Christ in this highly favored 
land,— sympathy in behalf of their suf- 
fering brethren on the continent of 
Europe, and gratitude for the great 
privileges enjoyed in this country, as 
compared with the churches of Germany 
and the adjacent countries: 

It appears that in Hesse Cassel, 
where our brethren were treated with 
greater severity prior to 1848, than in 
any other part of Germany, the govern- 
ment is determined to extirpate the 
feeble bands of Christians, which have 
been formed there through the preach- 
ing of the gospel and the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost. Br. Beyebach, at Hers- 
feld, writes : 

“A short time ago, I returned safely 
from Hildburghausen, without having 


fallen into the hands of the enemy. | 
23 


Five dear brethren and sisters were 
baptized, but a gend’armes having 
come to the house whence we proceeded 
to the place where we baptized, it was 
not safe to return, and hence we parted 
without having broken bread together. 
I shall therefore soon have to return 
thither. It is much to be regretted that 
no public service can be held here, as 
there is a great desire among the people 
to hear the word. On the day when I 
was in my lurking place, listening to br. 
B.’s address, a clergyman attended the 
meeting, who passed me so closely, a 
cupboard only separating us, that, if he 
had known it, he would doubtless have 
delivered me into the hands of the au- 
thorities.” 


Petty vexations — Martial law threatened. 


In a second communication of the 
same brother, dated May 21, he writes: 

“T was sitting in company with some 
of the brethren and sisters in the rear of 
my garden on Ascension day (May 5), 
reading to them an account of the suf- 
ferings of the Madiais, when three po- 
licemen appeared and dispersed us. 
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They afterwards spied about the houses 
of other members, in hope to find out 
where other meetings might be held. 
But we evaded their search, as we re- 
sorted to our forest. On the second day 
of Pentecost, a sister was at my house 
reading in our hymn book, when a 
policeman appeared, and though there 
was no meeting he would not be per- 
suaded of the contrary, and finally de- 
clared that, as she was reading a religious 
book, ‘hat was a religious meeting ! 

“On May 20th, I was summoned 
before the Councillor of Administration, 
who addressed me in a very harsh tone, 
stating that the convening of our religious 
assemblies was rebellion against the state, 
and that he might justly bring us before 
a court martial; but having personally 
nothing evil to say against us, and as in 
other respects we were orderly persons, 
he would once more show leniency. The 
very first time, however, we transgressed 
again, he would have us arrested and 
placed before a court martial. My de- 
fence, as coming from a capmaker, he 
would not receive, viewing this as 
teaching, which he could only receive 
from his soul-carer (seelsorger). I had 
to give in a list of all our members at 
the office of the burgomaster. These 
were then informed by a sergeant of the 
police, that every meeting for the worship 
of God was strictly prohibited, under 
penalty of a fine of five thaler or three 
days’ imprisonment. 

“A servant of the Exchequer, who 
happened to be present at one of our 
meetings, is to be dismissed, as ‘ such in- 
dividuals are unfit to serve the state.’” 


Schaumburg Lippe. 

At Biickeburg, (Schaumburg Lippe,) 
where six brethren were imprisoned 
early in the present year, and where 
the laws against the Anabaptists of 1614 
have been reénacted, (of which I will 
give you a translation, for the benefit of 
murmuring and ungrateful Baptists in 
this country,) the authorities have now 
gone so far as to imprison four dear 
sisters in the Lord. My correspondent 
says, “ The four sisters at Biickeburg 
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whose husbands were incarcerated some 
time ago, and two little children, were 
committed to prison on the 11th of May. 
The prison is so cold that they are com- 
pelled to remain almost constantly in 
bed. They are, notwithstanding, all 
well, and pray and read in the word of 
God, rejoicing that they are counted 
worthy to suffer for his name’s sake.” 
Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg. 

Br. Wegner, of Ludwigslust, who was 
imprisoned at the beginning of the 
present year, was again arrested on the 
19th of May and sentenced to fourteen 
days’ imprisonment, for having admin- 
istered baptism and the Lord's Supper. 
The books, — bibles, tracts, &c., as also 
his correspondence, which were con- 
fiscated in February last, have not as 
yet been restored to him. 


In a letter since come to hand, Mr. Weg- 
ner describes the transaction in February, 
here referred to. His house was searched 
on the 24th of February by three government 
commissioners, They seized a copy of 
every book in his possession except the bi- 
ble, including the church record book ; also 
the church seal, the communion plate, Mr. 
Wegner’s correspondence with the brethren 
in Hamburg, and his accounts of books sold. 
The next day the commissioners seized 
eight bibles, about 1000 tracts, and copies 
of the Memoir of Mrs. Judson, Pilgrim’s 
Progress, Holy War, Saint's Rest, and 
other books, Mr. Wegner was examin- 
ed the same afternoon. The attorney re- 
minded him of his repeated punishments for 
disobeying the laws and warned him against 
repeating his offence. He replied that he 
had done nothing against the state, but 
that what he had done was from a sense of 
religious obligation which no earthly con- 
sideration would permit him to disregard. 
To the assertion that the Baptists were no- 
where acknowledged as a religious body, he 
answered by recounting the favor recently 
shown by the King of Prussia to the Bap- 
tists in his dominions, and expressed the 
hope that a policy equally tolerant would 
be adopted in Mecklenburg. “ That can 
never be,” was the reply. ‘There is but 
one alternative, submission or emigration.” 


The persecutions in Mecklenburg sur- 
pass almost all our prior experience in 
this respect, and that for a powerful 
reason: the clergy exercise here a most 
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potent influence; the man who stands 
at the head of ecclesiastical power, pro- 
fesses to hold evangelical views, and 
such are the great opposers of all dissent 
from the state churches. 

Several of our members in Mecklen- 
burg have been compelled to emigrate 
to the United States, because the clergy 
of the Lutheran state church would not 
marry them, whilst the government 
would not allow them to be married by 
Baptist ministers. My correspondent 
writes, in reference to the renewed per- 
secutions in Mecklenburg, May 25: 

“Br. Weding at Eldena, near Lud- 
wigslust, was cited to appear before the 
court at Grabow on the 16th of May, 
when he was commanded to have his 
child sprinkled within eight days. On 
the declaration of our brother that he 
should never consent to this, he was told 
that if he did not comply within the time 
specified, he would have to pay twenty- 
five thaler or be imprisoned fourteen 
days, and that, if this should not prove 
effectual, the child would be taken by 
force and sprinkled. 

“Br. Groth, at Korn, has also been 
cited to appear before the court at 
Grabow, where he was told that if he 
did not send the Lutheran Catechism to 
school along with his child in three days, 
he would be fined ten thaler.” 

Sr. Schroder, at Boitzenburg, has 
been dismissed from the public school, 
in which she taught sewing. She is to 
quit the dwelling she occupies, and every 
other means of maintenance has been 
cut off by our enemies. 

And yet, in the midst of all these 
barbarous measures against a few poor, 
unoflending people, the cause prospers 
and new accessions are made to the 
disciples of Christ. We must pity and 
pray for the men, who are thus in their 
blindness filling up the measure of their 
iniquity, but Jehovah has them in de- 
rision, and with him on our side, his 
work will prosper in our hands. Help 
us all, my beloved brethren, with your 
prayers, and aid this mission to the 
utmost of your ability. 
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Better tidings from Hamburg, Zurich, and 
Prussia. 

June 25.—I furnished you yesterday 
with an account of renewed persecutions 
through which some of our brethren 
have recently been cailed to pass; and 
I trust the Board will be directed by the 
Lord to adopt measures, which under 
his blessing will secure to them some 
mitigation of their sufferings. I now lay 
before you some statements of a more 
pleasing nature, showing that the Spirit 
of God continues to give divine eflicacy 
to the united labors of the missionaries 
and the churches. 

At Hamburg, on the 30th of May, 
eight believers had been immersed, and 
five at two of the outstations. Every- 
thing was going on well, and the intelli- 
gence of my gracious deliverance in the 
hour of danger had produced the most 
salutary effect on the whole church; a 
spirit of prayer and renewed devoted- 
ness had been experienced by all its 
members. ‘To my beloved children, the 
fearful, and yet to me so gracious, event 
at Norwalk, has been a rich blessing in 
disguise, and I shall have to adore 
through all eternity God's grace and 
mercy in it to me and mine. 

Br. Koébner writes from Elberfeld, 
May 19, “On the last Lord’s day we 
conducted our first service in our new 
saloon, and on the second of Pentecost 
we enjoyed a glorious love feast, at 
which 130 persons were present. The 
Lord's blessing was felt by all, and every 
heart was refreshed. Two brethren in 
the church, and six others not members, 
gave most edifying addresses. After- 
wards, an aged Christian, the oldest heir 
in the Wiipperthal (valley of the Wiip- 
per), prayed with such unction as I have 
seldom heard. The Lord be praised! 


“Next Lord’s day afternoon, I hope 
to preach at Schwelm, a country town 
not far from this, and in a place oc- 
cupied by a considerable number of 
persons who have seceded from the 
state church. In the course of next 


week, I hope, if it is the Lord’s will, to 
baptize two believers.” 
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Br. Niemitz, at Memel, had the satis- 
faction of reopening the Sunday school 
on the 8th of May, with seventy schol- 
ars. This happy event is to be at- 
tributed, under God, to the measures of 
his Majesty’s ministers, from whom the 
local authorities at Memel received in- 
structions to announce to br. Niemitz, 
that the Sabbath school might be re- 
sumed. 

Br. Hofer, at Ziirich, says in a letter 
dated April 26th: “On the 10th inst. I 
was permitted to baptize into Christ's 
death a sister who had had much to 
endure from her husband. He threatened 
to put her away if she continued to at- 
tend the meetings; but she remained 
firm and replied, that if he even threat- 
ened to kill her, she should forsake this 
way no more. He then permitted her 
to attend once a month, but she, without 
regarding this, attended our services on 
the next succeeding Sabbath. When 
she told him where she had been, he 
replied in the words once used by Agrip- 
pato Paul. Acts xxvi. 28. 

“Last Lord’s day I baptized one 
brother and two sisters at Horgen. One 
of the latter lost her situation on the day 
following, for refusing to work on the 
Sabbath, but before the day closed the 
Lord provided her with another place. 
Next Lord’s day we hope to have the 
pleasure of adding three more precious 
souls to our number. We must now 
look out for a suitable place to meet in.” 

From br. Gulzau, at Stettin, I received 
the encouraging intelligence, dated June 
7, that fourteen persons had been added 
to the church there and at the outsta- 
tions during the last few weeks. 

Let us adore our sovereign Lord for 
what he is still achieving among the 
nominal “ Christians” on the continent 
of Europe, and be instant in prayer for 
yet richer showers of his Spirit upon the 
labors of his servants. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN. 


From a letter dated Frankfort on the 
Oder, May 30, we make some extracts indi- 
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cating the state of things in Berlin and its 

vicinity. 

Frankfort on the Oder — Pastoral Conference 
—The Berlin church. 

I am now on a tour around Berlin, 
visiting our stations. We have lived a 
very blessed Sabbath. I preached twice 
and presided at the Lord’s Table, when 
one disciple, having been baptized last 
week, was welcomed among the saints. 
There have lately been various accessions 
to the little flock here, and it seems that 
the Lord smiles again on it. There is 
here at present a br. Harbig, of the 
church at Breslau, appointed by Mr. 
Millard a colporteur of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, a very active and 
devoted Christian. During his stay of a 
few months in town, he sold nearly 
1000 copies of the sacred Scriptures. 
He has also assisted us in preaching, 
and, as I am told, with much acceptance. 
Iam sorry that he is to leave soon, but 
he has a situation at Liegnitz, where I 
hope that similar blessings will attend 
his efforts. 

The Annual Pastoral Conference was 
held last week in Berlin, when, as gen- 
erally, strange things were transacted. 
Prof. Hengstenberg endeavored to show 
the necessity of maintaining the Apoc- 
rypha, in opposition to the great efforts 
now made to abrogate it. He was mar- 
vellously assisted by almost all, and a 
nearly general vote was carried in fa- 
vor of the apocrypha. They intimated 
some threatening measure to subdue the 
“ English emissaries” who circulate bi- 
bles without the apocrypha, “and at 
the same time assail that,” thus blaming 
“the church and the TRADITION.” In- 
deed, great weight was laid on the latter, 
and the very word was repeated sundry 
times. 

In the same conference the system of 
Spener, the ecclesiole in ecclesia, or 
lesser churches within the church (“ die 
Kirchlien in der kirche”), was most 
warmly advocated by Krummacher, and 
the urgent necessity for it shown partly 
by the danger that the church would 
split into sects, as the believers wanted a 
closer communion. On the other hand, 
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the plan was assailed as creating sects. 
A highly interesting debate ensued, in 
which Baptists were again denounced, 
as attracting the best strength of the 
church, &c. The plan, however, was on 
the whole adopted, but most likely noth- 
ing will follow from it, as commonly. 
But very much credit was thus given to 
the principles we defend. 

In our church at Berlin all goes well. 
We have constant accessions. Last 
Sabbath but one, four candidates were 
proposed, and a goodly number more 
expect the same. Our dear br. Bues’ 
valuable services enable me to go about. 
He has also been on a missionary tour to 
Torgau, Prettin, Trenenbrietzen and 
Potsdam, in which he had to grapple 
with superintendent, burgomaster, &e. 
Some things there are promising. 


LETTER FROM MR. BOLZMANN. 


Persecution in Schaumburg Lippe. 
Mr. Oncken forwards the following more 
detailed account of the action of the Schaum- 
burg authorities against our brethren. 


Hanover, March 1, 1853.—In aceor- 
dance with your request, I will endeavor 
briefly to communicate the most essential 
part of the proceedings connected with 
the late persecutions of our brethren in 
Biickeburg. 

It was on Jan. 14, 1852, that a friend 
in Biickeburg first joined our communion. 
Four other brethren and sisters, on Feb. 
11th, followed his example. To the eye 
of faith, this part of the country was at 
that period rich in promise, offering the 
most encouraging prospect for the exten- 
sion of Christ's kingdom. Our meetings 
were well attended, and a sincere desire 
for a full acquaintance with the trath was 
feclingly manifested. In May the little 
company of believers numbered twelve. 
This increase roused the vigilance of the 
authorities, and their position soon be- 
came critical. Yet we were permitted 
to continue our public assemblies until 
July 3d, when the following edict ap- 
peared. 


Germany.— Letter of Mr. Bolzmann. 


Proclamation regarding the proceedings 
of the Baptists and the measures to be 
adopted against them. June 29, 1852. 


We, by the grace of God, GEorGrE 
WILLIAM, reigning Prince of Schaum- 
burg Lippe, 

Have been informed by our govern- 
ment and consistory that for some time the 
sect of the Baptists have been penetrat- 
ing into our country, secking, by public 
addresses and the distribution of pamph- 
lets, to gain adherents, nor have even 
hesitated to dispense the holy sacraments : 
and as we cannot permit a sect resisting 
all civil and ecclesiastical order to mislead 
more of our subjects, we herewith com- 
mand (all spiritual exhortation having 
failed of effect,) on the basis of the ecclesi- 
astical law issued 1614, as follows: 

$1. No authorities in this country 
are at liberty to grant permission of resi- 
dence to foreign Baptist missionaries. 

§ 2. Should such missionaries be found 
secretly and without permission to reside 
in the country, they are to be imprisoned 
four weeks, and in every succeeding in- 
stance they are to undergo an imprison- 
ment of three months. 

§ 3. Inhabitants of the country, who 
may have become Baptists, incur im- 
prisonment of from one to two months 
by the convocation of religious assemblies, 
according to the degree of secrecy or 
publicity adopted. Foreign Baptists con- 
ducting such assemblies incur the addi- 
tional penalty in § 2. 

$4. Whoever permits assemblies re- 
ferred to in § 2 to be held on his premi- 
ses, provided he has not conducted such 
assembly himself, incurs imprisonment of 
one fortnight. 

§ 5. The distribution of Baptist writ- 
ings, by natives or foreigners, is in every 
case to be followed by imprisonment of 
one fortnight. Foreigners incur the ad- 
ditional penalty in §2. All such pamph- 
lets are to be confiscated and forwarded 
to our government. 

§ 6. The performance of ecclesiastical 
acts, that is to say, dispensing the holy 
sacraments, ordinations and marriages; 
is in every case to be followed by an 
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imprisonment of six months,— foreigners 
incurring the additional penalty in § 2. 

In the name and in lieu of His High- 
ness our most gracious reigning Prince 
and Lord, We, the royally appointed 
President and Councillors of State, of 
Schaumburg Lippe. 

WERNER. 
Von LAver. 


The proclamation enforced—Constancy of the 
accused. 


July 5th the brethren had appointed 
to hold a missionary meeting at the house 
of br. S. In consequence of this procla- 
mation, however, they held no public 
assembly, but remained together for 
mutual edification. Two of the friends 
had already left, when two gensd’armes 
and the bauernvogt (peasant-overseer) 
entered, and took down the names of all 
present and of those who had already 
left. This list of names was forwarded 
to the police, in consequence of which 
our brethren were twice summoned to 
appear at the lower court, and there 
asked what was done at our meetings, 
what had induced them to join the Bap- 
tists, and where and when they had all 
been baptized. Some days later, the 
brethren and sisters were divided into 
three parties, and bid thus to appear 
successively before the police. At these 
examinations they were each separately 
called to account, but all replied with the 
same joy and firmness. The question 
was put to them, whether they submitted 
to the late proclamation ; they answered 
in the negative, saying they must obey 
God rather than man. Their answers 
were taken down and forwarded to the 
government. 

On the 6th of October sr. T. was sum- 
moned before the police, to give informa- 
tion where the Lord’s Supper had been 
last celebrated ; which, in spite of men- 
aces, she refused todo. On the 20th the 
friends were again all summoned to the 
police, where the sentence pronounced 
by the government was communicated to 
them, tothe effect that, for having refused 
to submit to the late proclamation, they 
were condemned to four weeks’ imprison- 
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ment. Sr. T., for refusing to reveal 
where the Lord’s Supper was last cele- 
brated, was sentenced to an additional 
imprisonment of two weeks. The police 
signified to them that they were at liberty 
to sue for the clemency of the Prince, 
which they accordingly did. A reply to 
their petition was long delayed, and 
during this time br. T. was informed that, 
unless his child was christened within 
one fortnight, he would be fined five 
dollars. As he could do nothing toavert 
this decree, he received on Feb. 25th the 
following note from the Burgomaster of 
Biickeburg : 

“ The citizen C. T., not having brought 
his child for baptism during the interim 
appointed, is herewith sentenced to pay 
five dollars, the prescribed fine, which he 
is to do within one fortnight. He is also 
now commanded to permit the baptism 
of lis child within one week from this 
day, or he will incur a fine of eight dol- 
lars. The expense of this decree, of which 
copies will be forwarded to the commis- 
sioner, Mr. Hespe, and the reverend 
gentlemen composing our clergy, is to be 
defrayed by C. T. 

“ Biickeburg, Feb. 25, 1853.” 

Appeal to the prince unsuccessful—His clem- 
ency and the church’s tenderness. 

On the 9th of February our friends 
were once more summoned to the judicial 
court. Their judges on this occasion 
were Von Kampe, the Councillor of 
State, Rev. Mr. Reischauer, as repre- 
sentative of the ecclesiastical court, and 
Mr. Werner. Mr. Von Kampe opened 
to them that he had been made ac- 
quainted with the contents of their peti- 
tion to the Prince, and that it was now 
his duty to inform them, that, though 
they were governed by a righteous and 
merciful sovereign, whose joy consisted 
in seeing his subjects happy, mercy must 
have her limits; and that, as they had 
wilfully transgressed the law with regard 
to religious assemblies, the indicated pun- 
ishment could not be suspended. They 
were therefore to undergo an imprison- 
ment of four weeks. As a special act of 


lenity, our sr. T. was exempted from the 
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punishment awarded her for having re- 
fused to reveal where the Lord’s Supper 
was last celebrated by the brethren. 

In reply to their petition for toleration, 
they were informed that, living in a 
Christian country, they were governed 
by a Christian prince, who could not 
permit a foreign sect to gain ground in 
his dominions. Mr. Von Kampe also 
reminded them of the consequences 
attending their secession from the na- 
tional church. ‘They would lose, he said, 
their certificates of baptism and confirm- 
ation, the chief requisites for future 
promotion; they could no longer be 
married by clergymen of the state church, 
and marriages performed without the pale 
of the establishment would be considered 
illegal. It was further intimated that, 
the civil and ecclesiastical interests being 
closely interwoven, they (especially ar- 
tisans) would forfeit the privileges of 
civil corporations. Their dead, also, 
would not be permitted to find a resting 
place in the public churchyards. In 
short, unless they repented and recanted, 
their own country would cease to be to 
them a fatherland. 


Pastor Reischauer then addressed our 
brethren, stating that he had examined 
our confession of faith, and found it not 
to agree with the whole bible. Although 
they had turned their back on the church, 
he assured them that they still had a 
place in his heart, nor could he abandon 
the hope of seeing them one day return. 
He believed they had acted conscien- 
tiously, but that they had been misled ; 
yet, even now, should they feel com- 
punction for the step they had taken, he 
would be willing to join them in implor- 
ing divine light and direction. The 
church, he said, was ready with open 
arms to receive them back, and, in case 
of their return, civil and ecclesiastical 
powers would combine to have their sen- 
tence withdrawn. He then advised 
them to request time for reflection, which 
they declined. Fearlessly they avowed 


their past action to have been the result 
of mature and prayerful deliberation, 
and that, by the help of God, they hoped 
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firmly to adhere to their newly adopted 
sentiments. The gentlemen, exchanging 
glances of astonishment and dismay, now 
dismissed the culprits. 


Sentence of imprisonment executed. 


Our brethren received intelligence 
from the police, Feb. 23d, that, their peti- 
tion having been refused by the prince, 
their sentence must now be executed. 
They were, at the same time, once 
more admonished to make use of their 
reason and to change their minds; and 
when they maintained their first asser- 
tion, that they neither could nor durst 
do this, they were told that their pun- 
ishment would be aggravated according 
to their offence. 

Since Feb. 26th, therefore, our breth- 
ren are confined im jail, separated from 
their wives and families, and treated like 
the worst criminals. No one is permitted 
to visit them. The light of day cannot 
enter their cells. On the morning of 
the 27th, sr. T. wished to take her 
husband some coffee, but was refused 
admission, and had to leave her basket 
till she could obtain permission from the 
higher authorities to send the contents 
within. At her urgent request, she has 
been allowed, however, to provide the 
prisoners with bedding, as, owing to the 
inclemency of the weather, they are suf- 
fering extremely from cold. When their 
term of imprisonment has expired, the 
sisters will probably have to take their 
place, even sr. T. and her infant, as we 
hear that children above three months 
old must share the fate of their mothers. 


Proclamation against preaching in Hesse— 
Severities in Buckeburg. 


In Hesse, which joins Biickeburg, cir- 
cumstances affecting my labors have 
taken a similar turn. In the spring of 
1852, I could still hoid public meetings, 
which were very well attended, especially 
in one part. The clergy had long ex- 
pressed indignation at our proceedings, 
which at length arose to such a height, 
that they did not rest until the authori- 
ties issued a proclamation prohibiting 
my return to Hesse. Hitherto, though 
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visiting our Hessian friends every month, 
Ihave succeeded by the divine help in 
eluding the vigilance of my enemies. 

March 2.—Br. T. writes me that the 
imprisoned friends are spiritually happy 
and content, but temporally suffering 
great distress. This is especially the 
case with br. T., and the assistance you 
kindly sent him arrived at a time when 
it was greatly needed. Since he has be- 
come a Baptist the greater part of his 
customers have left him, and should the 
authorities, as it is threatened, distrain 
his goods because he refuses to have his 
child christened, there will be little left. 
Rev. Mr. R. told Mr. T.’s own brother 
that everything would be taken from 
him, and that, in case pecuniary assis- 
tance were rendered him by his brethren 
in the faith, he would be forbidden to 
follow his business. Humanly speak- 
ing, our brother might therefore be dis- 
mayed, but his soul is stayed on Him 
who will not permit his children to be 
put to shame. 


SANDOWAY MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BEECHER. 


Meeting of native preachers at Bassein. 

Bassein, March 15, 1853.— We have 
at length been permitted to hold in 
Bassein a general meeting of the church- 
es and native preachers of this mission. 
The meeting was opened on the after- 
noon of the 22d ult., and closed on the 
evening of the 25th. Many circumstances 
combined to render the meeting a season 
at once of joyful and of melancholy in- 
terest. The fact that we met not, as 
formerly, on the inclement coast of Arra- 
can, at a distance from their homes and 
from our own, as well as from the great 
field of our labors, but were gathered to- 
gether in the midst of their homes and 
at our own doors, in a land rescued from 
the power of the despot and the persecu- 
tor, and now blessed with civil and re- 
ligious liberty; and that we were thus 
enabled, at the very centre of our field, 
to devise measures and to enter upon 
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and the preaching of the gospel among 
the heathen, with a directness and effi- 
ciency never before in our power ;—the 
first realization of this was fitted to 
awaken in the hearts of the Karens and 
of their teachers lively emotions of grati- 
tude and joy. 
Ravages of war and disease. 


But a view of the desolations which 
disease and war have wrought among 
our native preachers and their flocks, 
mingled sadness with our joy. 

Seven of the pastors we have been 

accustomed to meet on these occasions, 
have been removed to their final rest. 
Six fell by disease; the seventh, Thah 
Gay, was the victim of Burmese cruelty, 
and died, to use his own words, “ the 
death of Christ.” While such a marked 
providence has been displayed towards 
our Christian Karens, that very few, if 
any, have died on the battle field, we 
have been called to mourn the loss by 
sickness of 141 members of our commu- 
nion, and 119 members of our Christian 
families, who had not yet received bap- 
tism. 
- The recent death of Thah Gay, with 
all the argravating circumstances fresh 
in our minds,— the presence of his be- 
reaved family, bearing the sad marks 
of their long and bitter suffering, their 
hearts bursting with grief, and their tale 
of woe told with tears and sobs—excited 
our deep sympathy and burdened our 
hearts with sorrow. 

Two or three of the native preachers 
are in the hands of a cruel Burmese 
chief; of whose condition we are ignorant 
and about whom we have great reason 
to be anxious. A few of the native 
preachers were deterred from attending 
the meeting, through fear of the cholera 
and small pox, which are beginning their 
annual ravages around us, and a few 
other churches were not reported ; but it 
was highly gratifying to meet thirty-nine 
of our brethren in the ministry on this im- 
portant occasion. But the pleasure of 
meeting them was not without its mix- 
ture of sorrow, for the work of ruin 


efforts for the edification of the churches 


wrought among their flocks by the relent- 
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less hand of war. Twenty-five churches 
have been scattered, their chapels and 
villages destroyed, and in many cases all 
the personal property of the people 
wrested from them. Great numbers 
were thus reduced to beggary. In two 
or three districts the Karens have prov- 
identially been able to raise and preserve 
their usual amount of rice, which, if dis- 
tributed with that Christian benevolence 
that we have reason to expect, will do 
much to relieve the destitute. Still there 
are many who will look to us for aid, 
and who, we fear, after all that we can 
do for them, will suffer from insuflicient 
food, clothing and shelter. ‘The native 
preachers, on these accounts, will require 
much more aid from the mission this 
year than they have received for several 
years past. The amount of this year's 
appropriation, 600 rupees, when dis- 
tributed among those whose claims are 
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the most urgent, will do but little towards | 


meeting their most pressing wants. 


State of the churches—An accession of native 
preachers. 


Perhaps half of the churches that have 
been scattered are now returning to 
their former places of abode, and gather- 
ing around their former pastors. Some 
of the members will remain in the places 
where they fled for shelter, a part uniting 
with other churches, and others forming 
new churches under different pastors. 
Months and years must elapse before 
these churches will be as well organized 
and efficient in supporting the preaching 
of the gospel as they were before the 
war. 

We have great reason for gratitude 
and encouragement in the fact that we 
havé, at this juncture, a class of ten 
young men, well prepared by their studies 
at Sandoway and Maulmain for entering 
on the work of the ministry. Four of 
these were appointed over churches left 
destitute by the death of their pastors. 
One was appointed over a new church, 
where, as we have since learned, he was 
welcomed with a promise of support, and 
his labors commenced with the reception 
of ten members. They were baptized 
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by the ordained preacher who accom- 
panied and introduced him to the church. 
Four others, with each an associate, have 
gone forth as missionaries among their 
unconverted brethren. Two, who have 
enjoyed fewer advantages in education 
than the class above named, but have 
proved themselves competent and efli- 
cient laborers, were also appointed to 
labor among the heathen, making in all 
six, who with their associates will labor 
as missionaries, and will be supported 
mainly by the funds of the Karen Home 
Mission Society. It will be impractica- 
ble for them to do much during the 
rains, and probably the greater part of 
them, or those who do not succeed in so 
far discipling villazes that they will re- 
quire their constant presence and teach- 
ing, will then prosecute their studies 
with us. ‘The last remark will be more 
intelligible if we add, that Karens, in 
receiving or rejecting the gospel, usually 
follow the example of the head of the 
family or of the village, and quite as 
often profess themselves Christians by 
whole households and whole villages, as 
they do by individuals. 


Extent of the field — Religious declension. 

There are many thousand unconverted 
Karens in the near vicinity of Bassein,who 
afford a wide and promising field for mis- 
sionary effort, besides yet greater num- 
bers still further removed from us, of 
whom we know as yet comparatively 
little. One object had in view by those 
sent forth. will be to explore these fields. 
Besides efforts made for the conversion 
of the heathen by those who devote 
themselves exclusively to this work, it 
was and will continue to be our earnest 
endeavor, to impress on every pastor his 
duty to labor constantly for the conver- 
sion of the heathen in the vicinity of his 
own village. 

The door which God has thrown open 
before us is wide, and the vast field 
seems ready for the harvest. The Lord 
of the harvest has raised up many na- 
tive laborers, (in all fifty-five) to enter 
and reap. Let prayer, fervent and un- 
ceasing, be offered by those who can 
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wrestle and prevail at the throne of 
grace, that these laborers and their 
teachers may, like Barnabas, be full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith, that much 
people may be added to the Lord in 
Bassein. 

The unsettled state of the people 
during the war,— the loss of nearly all 
their books, the interruption of Sabbath 
and sanctuary services,— has been nat- 
urally attended by many departures 
from the path of holiness and rectitude 
among the churches. There were re- 
ported at this meeting twenty cases of 
discipline, about half of which were for 
transgressions of the seventh command- 
ment. The unsatisfactory manner in 
which many of these cases were treated, 
shows that we have before us a most 
important work, to bring these converts 
from heathevism —pastors as well as 
people —up to the gospel standard of 
church discipline. 

Conversions — Schools — Prayer for colleges 
—Statisiics. 

We are glad, however, that the com- 
paratively dark picture which the 
churches present this year is relieved 
by some bright spots. Amid the confu- 
sion and declension that have attended 
the war, and the gloom that has been 
thrown around by the pestilence, the 
cheering and life-giving influences of the 
gospel have been felt with saving power. 
During the past year twenty-eight fami- 
lies, numbering in all probably about a 
hundred souls, have professed to abandon 
the worship of nats, with all its super- 
stitious practices, and to believe on 
Christ. These have not yet been sufli- 
ciently instructed to receive baptism, 
but we are permitted to report that 
forty-three have been added to the 
churches by baptism. 

Before the war began, schools had 
been commenced in several districts, 
which altogether numbered 184 scholars, 
but on the outbreak of hostilities all were 
broken up. This subject received its 
due share of attention at the meeting of 
the Association, and the native preachers 
manifest a deep interest in it. They 
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feel the importance of establishing com- 
mon schools in all their village-, and will 
exert themselves to accomplish this as fast 
as they recover from the blighting ef- 
fects of the war and are in circumstances 
to admit of it. 

The Association being in session upon 
the Thursday set apart by Christians in 
our native land for special prayer in be- 
half of colleges, the subject of education 
was brought up on that day, and this 
custom of our brethren in America ex- 
plained, after which an hour was spent 
in prayer with the Karens for the same 
objects. May the prayers of the Karens 
that br. Binney, or one like him, may 
speedily be sent to carry forward the 
work of thoroughly training a native 
ministry, so well begun by him, receive 
a gracious answer. 

Our statistics for 1852 are as follow: 
churches, 50; baptized, 43; excluded, 
10; died, 141; whole number of commu- 
nicants, about 5000; native preachers 
laboring as missionaries, six ; appointed 
at the Association, 10; died, seven; 
whole number of native preachers, 55; 
pupils taught in common schools, 184 ; 
in boarding schools, 80. 


. 


LETTER MR. VAN METER. 


Tho Pwo assistants. 

Bassein, March 1, 1853.— The first 
general gathering of pastors and church- 
es at this place has just closed. As br. 
Beecher has written you a full account 
of the meeting, I will confine myself to a 
brief statement of the present condition 
of the Pwo field. 

Of the four older assistants three were 
present, the fourth, who was here only 
about ten days before, having been una- 
ble to attend on account of the bad state 
of his eyes. His absence was the more 
unfortunate, as this was the third time 
he had been prevented attending by a 


similar cause. When help was again 


asked for him, I mentioned the fact that 
this was now the third year that he had 
failed to come, and more than this, we 
had seen neither delegate nor letter. 


| 
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They immediately began to plead for 
him, said it was not owing to any lack of 
disposition on his part, that he had a 
large heart and was very zealous in the 
work of God. This statement, I think, 
may be taken as entirely true, and I 
was very glad to hear it from such wit- 
nesses. In order, however, to conform 
as far as possible to our regulations, one 
of them promised to see him immediate- 
ly upon his return, and to write back as 
full an account of his church and his 
labors as he could get. I will then give 
or send him the amount awarded him by 
the committee (composed of the or- 
dained preachers) for the present year. 

These men have labored for the most 
part io their former fields, as far at least 
as the unsettled state of the country 
would allow. They have all performed 
more or less missionary work in their 
own neighborhoods. 


Tha Bwa, appointed a missionary, has 
been laboring in a new field nearly east 
of Bassein, some two days distant, amid 
much encouragement. Ile wishes to 
remain there yet a while longer, until 
the work is so far advanced that another, 
with even less experience, can carry it 
forward; when he will leave for another 
part of this now inviting field. 

Shway Bo, the ordained preacher, 
started in August last for Labog'la, 
below Bassein, where no Pwo assistant 
has ever yet gone, but was prevented 
reaching there. He then set off for 
Shway Laung, another large Pwo district 
northeast of Bassein, but had hardly en- 
tered on his work, when the first battle 
between the Karens and Burmese took 
place in that region, since which time 
all has been in confusion. At that time, 
however, he baptized twenty-two of 
those among whom Tha Bwa had been 
laborirg. 

Besides these there are three others 
who have been but partially recognized 
as assistants. One of these, Leh Tsoung, 
Ijsaw for the first time in November or 
December last. He is now, and has 


been for some months past, acting as 
pastor of a church of some thirty mem- 
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bers at Pay Bang, distant one day east 
of Bassein. He is a young man of much 
promise, although he has never enjoyed 
the advantages of our schools, has a good 
knowledge of the Sgau dialect, and also 
of the Burmese. He has not yet asked 
for any help from the mission treasury. 

Another, Shway Lang, has been en- 
gaged most of the year in teaching a 
school of between twenty and _ thirty 
scholars, and preaching, at K)dng Ta. 
This place, as well as Pay Bang is in the 
district of Thee Gwin, almost directly 
east of Bassein, and the whole district is 
now under K’So, a Karen captain who 
has won quite an enviable reputation for 
the active part he has taken on the side 
of the English during the war. 

The third, Pya Thay, brother to 
Thaing Ky6, has just been sent forth as 
a missionary in Paudau and the adjacent 
regions. The sum of ten rupees was 
given him, which will insure him against 
want for at least two months. He is to 
call an associate and to go out at once. 
He has three children. These he will 
probably leave in the care of his brother 
while absent. The same man was ap- 
pointed last year as associate to Tha 
Bwa, but the state of the country inter- 
fered with their arrangements. 

Assignment of stations. 

The most interesting and important 
question with us at the present time is 
how best to dispose our availab'e force 
over so large a territory. For the pres- 
ent, we have adopted the following ar- 
rangement, suggested by the assistants 
themselves. 

Shway Bo is to go at once into 
Labog’la, a large district some fifty miles 
south of Bassein, where, so far as we yet 
know, there is not a single Christian. 
This will be a more interesting and en- 
couraging field, now that Shway Wing, 
the “ young chief,” has just received it as 
a part of his district, in reward of services 
rendered during the war. 

Tau Lau is to go to Paudau, a long 
way north of Bassein, the district in 
which he resided before the war, and 
where most of the Pwo Christians have 
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been gathered. The two largest of the 
Pwo churches were formerly here. 

Thee Gwin has been assigned chiefly 
to Tha Bwa. Thaing Kyé is at present, 
I think, in Thee Gwin also, but at a 
considerable distance from the station of 
Tha Bwa, and each wili have a large field 
of heathen Pwos around him, among 
whom there will be abundant room for 
missionary labor. 

Of the missionaries proper, Pya Thay 
has been already mentioned. His asso- 
ciate will probably be a Burman who 
understands and can speak the Karen. 
He is very anxious to go into the work, 
and is well spoken of by all who know 
him. He will of course labor among the 
Burmese as he has opportunity. 

Another missionary to the Pwos is one 
of the young men who have been study- 
ing for some time in Maulmain. He is 
a Sgau, but has a good command of the 
Pwo, and also of the Burmese. He has 
a heart for the work, and is to go to Keh 
Boung, a district a long way to the 
northeast of Bassein, beyond any oc- 
cupied by the other assistants. 


If these — Pwos, Sgaus and Burmese 
—are all engaged, as we now expect, in 
missionary work for the conversion of 
this people, it will be rather a remarka- 
ble circumstance ; and may we not hope, 
also, one full of promise for the success 
of the enterprise ? 

The first result of these efforts, and one 
which we anticipate with some impa- 
tience, will be the obtaining a better 
knowledge of the Pwo field, of the real 
disposition of the people, and what are 
the important points which must receive 
most special attention. 


There are three other young men, 
prepared in a good measure to labor in 
some part of the field, all of whom, we 
hope, will soon be engaged in teaching 
or preaching, either independently, or 
(as is more likely) as associates to older 
and more experienced assistants. One 
of them is now with us, as our assistant, 
but we will give him up at once if an 
urgent and favorable opening demands 
his presence. 
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We do not know exactly the amount 
of aid given the assistants by their peo- 
ple during the year, but have reason to 
believe that all have done something. 
The church at Pay Bing, of which Leh 
Tsoung is pastor, has not asked us for 
any help. Thaing Kyé has received 
from his people seventy baskets of pad- 
dy, besides liberal supplies of fish, salt, 
&e. Most of the assistants will of course 
need more aid than usual this year. 
Scarcity of food — Schools — Disposition of the 

heathen. 

One alone, of all the Pwo Christian 
villages, escaped the hand of the destroy- 
er. Their paddy, buffaloes, books, and 
other property, shared the same fate, 
except what was carried off by the ene- 
my. 

Paddy and rice are now selling at 
from five to seven times the price of 
former years. It was not at all uncom- 
mon for paddy to sell at five rupees the 
hundred baskets. Now, however, it is 
not to be had for less than thirty and in 
some places forty rupees. A number of 
vessels have come in recently for rice, 
but have all gone away empty, or nearly 
so. But its exportation, we are told, is now 
prohibited. Still, it must continue very 
scarce until the next harvest and even 
longer, unless the country is entirely 
quiet during the sowing time, and the 
crop equals at least the ordinary yield. 
We have fears for the people. It will 
be very diflicult, no doubt, for many to 
support themselves and their families. 
Not a few will have to depend entirely 
upon the generosity of strangers and 
their more favored brethren. We have 
just prepared an address on the subject, 
soliciting aid for the destitute, aud 
placed it in the hands of one of the ofli- 
cers. We doubt not that it will meet 
with a ready reponse from them, as 
many of them have frequently expressed 
much sympathy for the suffering Ka- 
rens. 

Schools have been sustained in two 
villages, one, at Kyéng Ta, numbering 
between twenty and thirty scholars. 
Some six of the more advanced of these 
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came down after our arrival, and studied 
with me at this place until the school 
was broken up. None of the children 
of heathen Karens came during that 
time, although their parents and friends 
were urged strongly to send them. It is 
very diflicult to get a hold on these wild 
Karens at first, and it is not until they 
have become personally acquainted with 
the teachers, or have been brought fairly 
under the influence of the assistants or 
some Christian friends in whom they 
have confidence, that they trust their 
children with us. 

The disposition manifested by the 
heathen Pwos is,as formerly, of the most 
pleasing character. We have hardly 
met with one who opposes in the least, 
or who attempts to defend either their 
own heathen customs or their adopted 
Boodhism. Very many express their 
anxiety to become Christians at once; 
while others, and not a few, admitting 
the importance of the subject and mani- 
festing an apparent willingness to make 
the change, yet excuse themselves, as 
do multitudes in Christian lands, from 
attending to the subject now; they 
‘have no teacher,” or “are not able to 
read the white books.” 

We have heard of from ten to twenty 
families of “new worshippers,” as they 
are called, or those who have recently 
hegun to attend a place of Christian 
worship, and have to a greater or less 
extent committed themselves on the side 
of Christianity. That the number may 
he increased to hundreds before our 
next annual report, will not the friends 
of missions at home unite their fervent 
petitions with ours, whenever they visit 
the throne of grace ? 


TAVOY. 
JOURNAL OF MR. THOMAS. 


Tour to Mata—A sacred spot— Hardened 
heathen. 

Pagaya, Dec. 2, 1852. — Started, this 
morning, on a tour, to Mata. Have 
travelled the usual distance, but have 
found the weather oppressively hot. 
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Several Karens from Mata accompany 
us, and the Lauloo assistant, Shway 
Pwai, who goes to aid me in preaching. 
I could think of no one able to render 
me more assistance. 

This evening we are very indifferent- 
ly housed in an old zayat, on the very 
spot where the dying Boardman lay, to 
witness his last baptismal scene. The 
little vine then planted is in prosperous 
existence, and is spreading itself all along 
the streams of this dark land. We are 
happy to think that we are now on our 
way to reap the fruit then sown in tears. 

3.— Have already ascended the 
mountains, and are now enjoying a little 
rest during the heat of the day. Have 
just fallen in with about a dozen heathen 
Karens, to whom we preached Christ. 
Two, a man and his wife, were advanced 
in life. They had heard the gospel 
from Boardman, and occasionally ever 
since. But they cannot become Chris- 
tians — because they cannot give up 
strong drink! Alas! how impotent is 
man to convert the soul! Yet I could 
never more sincerely sing, “In the 
desert let me labor,” &c. God will con- 
vert men in his own time. That is 
enough. 

A warm greeting — A refreshing Sabbath — The 
missionary’s privileges. 

This morning, being too much wearied 
to go on to the end of our journey, we 
stop in a Christian village, properly a 
station of the Mata church, within one 
or two hours’ walk of that place. There 
is a little misunderstanding between the 
people here and the church. They 
have a new chapel and have been ask- 
ing a long time for an assistant. 

4.— This morning, the people of Mata, 
having heard of our arrival in the vicini- 
ty, came out to meet us at an early hour. 
No sooner had we alighted from the 
elephant than we were greeted, not only 
with smiling faces and outstretched 
hands, but with plenty of good things 
for our provision. One cannot appre- 
ciate the blessings conferred by the 
gospel upon this “city,” unless he have 
seen and conversed with the poor 
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drunken, filthy heathen. During the 
day our hearts have been truly re- 
freshed. We had not expected so 
warm a greeting. Have to-day admin- 
istered medicine to more than a dozen 
indisposed persons, and to one, the 
daughter of the goung-gyoke, very low 
with the worst form of erysipelas. Ad- 
dressed this evening nearly a hundred 
of the disciples, from Rom. i. 11. 

5. Sabbath.— This has been a weari- 
some day, but very refreshing to our 
spirits. Covenant meeting at sunrise 
was well attended and solemn. All 
spoke of great sins, but also of the 
way of pardon. One “had been 
guilty of great sin, as he had not kept 
all Christ’s commands.” Another “had 
not exerted himself to extend Christ's 
kingdom as he ought.” They all de- 
sired the prayers of God’s people that 
they might do more. 

Long before it was time to call the 
people together in the forenoon, the 
steps were covered, and many came in 
and took their seats, all impatient for 
the services to commence. About 200 
were present. Considering that they 
had not completed their harvesting, this 
was a large number. They were ad- 
dressed from John xiv. 1. I really seem 


to stand here on one of the heights of 


Zion. Truly, if Christians in America 
knew the joy of preaching the gospel to 
the heathen, and of building up in the 
faith those already cohverted, we should 
hear more of the privileges of missiona- 
ries, and less of their sacrifices. Nearly 
a hundred were at Sabbath school in the 
afternoon, and at twilight we had a 
sermon from Shway Pwai. 

Preaching to the heathen — The efficacy of 

prayer illustrated. 

Our plans are, to spend the coming 
week up the river, mostly with the 
heathen. O that God would display his 
power! I never before so sensibly felt 
the impotence of men. How could we 


endure the cold indifference of the 
heathen, were it not for sovereign grace ! 
They shall be willing in the day of His 
POWER. It is enough. 
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6.— We were from twelve o'clock 
until near dark on our way to Lertahpoo. 
Nowhere have we been more joyfully 
received than in this new Christian 
village. We found a new zayat ready 
for our reception. The old kyoung has 
fallen to ruins, and on the very site of 
the old pagoda there was a rice field 
during the rains. Thus shall disappear 
the last vestige of idolatry in the earth. 
“The Lord of Hosts ‘will perform it in 
his time.” 

7. — Have to-day examined the church 
preparatory to the communion. All 
remain firm. There is now but one 
heathen family in the place. These 
attend meeting more or less, but are not 
interested in spiritual religion. We 
visited this house in the afternoon, and 
addressed them very plainly. They are, 
like all others without God’s quickening 
Spirit, dead. Bat, as Kaulapau timely 
remarked, “ it was once so with all this 
village. Teachers Mason and Wade 
visited them year after year; then 
Teachers Bennett and Cross ;— not one 
believed. Some three years since, 
Teacher Cross was so much afiected at 
their hardness, he poured out his soul in 
prayer for them until tears choked his 
utterance. Soon after this, God poured 
out his Spirit, and all these have become 
his children.” “The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” 


Heathen degradation and despair. 

8.—This evening we are nicely quar- 
tered in a Boodhist kyoung. The old 
bookho, who last year fled with his fol- 
lowers from Lertahpoo, for fear of Chris- 
tian influence, has taken up his abode 
in this place, only two hours’ sail from 
the Christian village. The old priest 
attended our meetings, but was rather 
reserved, evidently vexed that he had 
succeeded no better in fleeing from the 
missionary. Kaulapau and the Pwo 
assistant preached twice during the day- 
Many of the people, however, refused to 
come in. So, taking the Pwo assistant, 
I went from house to house. There I 
witnessed some of the most stirring 
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scenes. If those who talk of the happy 


innocence of the heathen could have 
gone with me on this tour, they would 
henceforth be silent;—specially if they 
could have stood by the side of two aged 
men. These had spent their lives in 
heathen practices, and now were evi- 
dently on the brink of the grave, full of 
fears,—fears which they aflirmed. “ No 
man,” they said, “can escape.” It was 
enough to stir one’s soul to its lowest 
depths of feeling. 

In the evening I addressed a congre- 
gation of about thirty, from the words, 
“The Son of man is come to save that 
which was lost;” after which the Pwo 
assistant repeated the sermon, from 
beginning to end, in Pwo. I never saw 
a more attentive congregation. Ah, 
there is nothing like preaching to com- 
mand attention. One can then speak 
in the name of God. The people 
seemed loth to leave. But they are yet 
in the power of Satan. O for the Spirit 
of God! 

9.—Our coolies have labored hard all 
the forenoon, and succeeded in getting 
our boats toa small Karen village, ina 
beautiful situation on the east bank of 
the Tenasserim. Here we have seen 
quite a number of Karens, heathen, who 
were attracted by seeing our boats. To 
all we have preached Christ. One man 
more than ordinarily intelligent, the 
head man of the region, seems to be a 
Christian. Towards evening he went 
up the stream with us for two hours. 
We found two houses full of people. A 
large mat was spread upon the ground, 
upon which the people sat while I ad- 
dressed them from John iii. 16. Kaula- 
pau also addressed them, in few words. 
The people are poor and degraded, but 
they are not beyond the reach of the gos- 
pel. Hence we have reason to hope. 

Christian worship supplanting a pagan 

festival. 

10.—This forenoon’s sail has brought 
us to the end of our journey in this 
direction. None but very small boats 
can proceed further. But we have sent 
on two of our company another day’s 
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journey up the stream. We are now in 
the house of a man who is aspiring to 
become a bookho, full of self-conceit. 
His wife was once a member of the Mata 
church. We are pleased to learn that 
this is a feast day, and that many of the 
neighboring Karens are to be here this 
evening. Surely, God has led us to this 
spot, at just this time. Kaulapau and 
myself have already addressed the people 
once, as some were about to leave. But 
others are now coming in. 
Evening.—The time through almost 
the whole day and evening, has been 
filled up with private conversation and 
preaching. At our last service I read 
the account of the creation and fall; 
after speaking at length concerning this 
and the way of redemption, Kaulapau 
joined in prayer. They were all atten- 
tive, and when the meeting closed, most 
of the people left with as much apparent 
satisfaction as if they had enjoyed their 
heathen feast. The young priest will 
still endeavor to keep the people in their 
heathen practices, but they will not 
henceforth do it with quiet consciences. 


Delightful contrasts—A better generation 
rising—Christian resignation. 

11.—Sailed rapidly down the river all 
day, stopping several times to converse 
with the people who live in clusters of 
two or three houses in a place, and 
reached Lertahpoo about sunset. The 
disciples have been in to see us, and 
earnestly inquired of our success, for 
many of them have heathen relatives. 
We found many of the brethren from 
Mata here to enjoy the Sabbath with the 
teacher among their friends. One fre- 
quently feels the truth so often uttered,— 
“ Professors of religion in a heathen land 
are not perfect.” But when one has 
been, as we have, for a season among 
the heathen, and returns among Chris- 
tians, the contrast is striking and heart 
cheering. These are precious trophies 
of redeeming grace. 

13.—Yesterday, Sabbath, was a day 
of rest, in more senses than one. In the 


evening we celebrated the dying love of 
Christ with every member of the church, 
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nineteen in all, and with several from 
Mata. We felt assured that thisisa vine 
of God’s planting. 

A little spot, enclosed by grace 

Out of the world’s wide wilderness. 


This morning we examined the children, 
twelve in number, who have studied 
during the rains under the assistant. 
They were able to read with correctness. 
In this they are the instructors of their 
parents. They were brought into the 
kingdom at a late hour, and are unable 
to read. When we returned from our 
trip up the river, the people were at 
worship in the chapel, and a little girl 
was reading to them from the Scriptures. 
There is a large number of children in 
the place, and it is pleasant to reflect 
that they are under Christian influence. 
What, by the blessing of God, will the 
coming generation be ? 

We started to-day at an early hour, in 
order to have time to visit some members 
of the Mata church who live nearly a 
half day’s journey up the river from 
Mata. In one place we found three 
houses and nearly twenty Karens,— 
some members of the church, but in a 
low state, two long since excluded, and 
some heathens only there for the time 
being. We spent a most stirring hour 
there. 

When near the city we called on the 
goung-gyoke. His daughter had died 
two days before. They were all in 
trouble, but their sorrows seemed to be 
chastened by the hopes of the gospel. 
They clung to God, who had so severely 
smitten them. The husband of the de- 
parted gave me two rupees which his 
wife had at the time of her death. “I 
wish,” she said, “ to give it for the spread 
of the gospel.” 

This evening we are again in our 
spacious chapel at Mata. The principal 
deacon has just called on me, saying, 
“ My little granddaughter is no more! 
God has taken her.” He seemed not in 
the least impatient or disturbed, though 
deprived of one he loved after only a few 
hours’ illness. 
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Visit to the scattered sheep of the flock—Their 
preservation. 


14.—Put things in order for a tour of 
one or two days to the south of Mata. 
For about ten years, a large number of 
the church have lived at a great distance, 
having been mostly scattered by sickness. 
Since their dispersion, but a small part 
of them have attended the yearly meet- 
ings of the church at Mata. For want 
of time, or other causes, no missionary 
has ever visited them. As they are in 
the midst of many heathen, I determined 
to visit them before holding the com- 
munion service in Mata. To-day has 
been spent in the village, near Mata, 
where we stopped on our way thither. 

15.—Have just completed our meet- 
ings with the twenty-five disciples here. 
Examined each one separately. No 
cases of discipline observed. The mis- 
understanding between them and the 
church, I think, ishappily healed. They 
are all willing to regard themselves as a 
part of the church in Mata, but wish to 
live where they are, and when they can- 
not attend at Mata, to meet in their own 
chapel. They no longer ask for an 
assistant to be supported by the mission, 
as they are so near Mata and there are 
no heathen around them. 

16.—In the dense jungle, half a day’s 
travel southward from Mata. Felt indis- 
posed last evening, and to-day a recur- 
rence of the symptoms makes me begin 
to wish myself again in Mata. Am now 
much better, however, in a quiet Karen 
house. Here we expect to remain until 
morning and hold a meeting with ten 
disciples who live here. 

Evening.—Have had one of the most 
precious meetings I ever held with Karens 
anywhere. I believe these to be real, 
living children of God. An old woman, 
the mother of two of our assistants, spoke 
with tears of her having been deprived 
of the privilege of the communion for 
years. She renewed her vows to serve 
God until death. A young woman said 
that her husband would often say she 
wept without cause. But when she was 
about her work, as she thought of her 
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heathen friends, she could not help 
weeping! After preaching a short ser- 
mon, and listening to the relation of the 
feelings of their hearts, we retired to rest, 
blessing God for his redeeming grace. 

17.—We are fairly at Khatah, our 
journey’s end, having cut a passage for 
the elephant until near noon. We find 
ourselves in the midst of four small vil- 
lages. The other three may be easily 
reached by Karens in two or three hours’ 
walk. There are in these villages from 
forty-five to fifty disciples, scattered like 
sheep without a shepherd; also a large 
number of heathen. Most of these Chris- 
tians have attended a meeting here, more 
or less regularly. When they have not, 
they have mostly worshipped in their 
own houses, one of their number taking 
the lead in reading, exhortation, &e. In 
this way they have kept on, but they bear 
marks of neglect. Many of their chil- 
dren have not learnedtoread. But none 
of the church, so far as I can learn, have 
done aught worthy of discipline. There 
is here a fine new chapel and a man 
named Attai, who, in the early days of 
this mission, was much esteemed by br. 
Wade. He was a capable man, but 
having married for his second wife a 
heathen girl, he was dropped, as an 
assistant. But his wife has since become 
pious, and he still enjoys the confidence 
of the people around him. He has con- 
tinued until the present time to exhort 
them on the Sabbath, and to do what 
he could for them besides supporting 
his own family. I have some thoughts 
of trying him as an assistant for this 
place. But this will depend upon the 
state and wishes of the disciples, which I 
do not yet sufliciently know. 

18.—We have completed the ex- 
amination of nearly forty members. 
Some are detained by sickness, and one 
village bas not been represented at all. 
We find no occasion for discipline. My 
health continues such that I am not with- 
out some anxiety in reference to it. 


A memorable Sabbath—Death of a native 
preacher. 


20.—Yesterday was a day memorable 
for its spiritual blessings enjoyed in this 
24 
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the densest jungle. After preaching in 
the morning, six interesting persons were 
examined and accepted as candidates for 
baptism. They were baptized in the 
evening, and with them and most of the 
disciples in this region we commemo- 
rated the dying love of Jesus. It wasa 
solemn and delightful season. After 
service I thought it best to tell the peo- 
ple that Attai would be aided by the 
mission, if they would do what others 
are doing for their assistants, so that 
henceforth he would spend all the time 
in teaching their children and in preach- 
ing to them and the heathen around. 
They seemed pleased; and I can but 
hope that these will prove themselves to 
be what the disciples were who were 
scattered from Jerusalem, who “ went 
everywhere preaching the word.” 

This is the bright side of the picture. 
It has also a dark side. After break- 
faston Sunday morning, Shway Pwai, 
the Lauloo assistant, came to me, and 
complained of indisposition. In the 
afternoon he was worse; and I soon 
saw that there was no hope of his 
valuable life. He continued to sink 
until about 11 o’clock at night, when 
news was brought that he was no more: 
and also that several others were taken 
ill in the same way, among whom were 
two of our own company. I was con- 
fident it was the cholera, though I had 
never before seen a case of that disease. 
All seemed dark indeed. But it was in- 
expressibly good to trust in God. ng 

With the morning light, light seemed 
to beam upon our prospects. The two 
sick ones of our company looked fright- 
fully indeed, but were able to go with us 
to the nearest village. We started at an 
early hour, and before sunset found our- 
selves safe in the Mata chapel. 

Fanic of the Karens on account of cholera. 

Here sad news reached me. Br. 
Bennett writes, “ The cholera is raging 
awfully in town.” The Karens had 
caught the alarm before our arrival, but 
when they heard of the death of our 
brother several houses were at once va- 
cated ; the inhabitants have fled, whither 
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no one knows. If one death occurs here, 
it will be utterly impracticable to hold a 
meeting; and considering the state of 
my own health, I think it best to hold 
all the meetings we can to-morrow, and 
have the communion in the evening. 
This we very much regret to do, but we 
submit to what seems to be the leading 
of Providence. 

21.—Ilad very severe pain for two 
hours this morning, but felt well enough 
to be in the chapel all day, and ventured 
to preach this evening. One young wo- 
man was baptized. Had quite a good at- 
tendance at communion service. Thus 
closed the meetings at Mata for this year. 
We have been here in all about a week, 
and visited all the scattered members of 
the church. We leave the event with 
God. What we are now to do, we know 
not. Not a Karen dares to go toward 
the city. 

23.—Concluded to go to Kergau and 
hold meetings till coolies can come from 
Tavoy. Reached the village this fore- 
noon, but the brethren not expecting us 
80 soon, are scattered, making it impossi- 
ble to do much here for two or three 
days. But we have just learned that 
there is.a feast of heathen Karens in 
progress within three or four hours’ walk, 
and have concluded to go there at once. 


Preaching at a heathen feast —Baptisms at 
Kergau. 


Evening.—In our way to the feast we 
passed ten houses. After a longer walk 
than we expected, we found the people 
all waiting in their open tent. We sat 
down in one end, and obtaining leave of 
the bookho, or priest, Kaulapau com- 
menced reading the Scriptures and 
preaching. When he had finished, I 
took my stand in the midst of the peo- 
ple, and after getting their attention, 
preached without disturbance some thirty 
minutes from my favorite text, “The 
Son of Man is come to save that which 
was lost.” We then bowed down, while 
Kaulapau poured out his soul in earnest 
prayer. Our company then mingled 
with the people, and I could hear on 
every side a repetition of parts of the ser- 
mon. It now begins tobe made plain to 
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me why we left Mata just at the time 
we did. O for more implicit faith in 
God at all times. 

25.—Yesterday morning, after much 
preaching and exhortation, we left the 
feast, which was about breaking up, and 
arrived at Kergau in the evening. Since 
that time the people have been coming 
in, and they are now nearly all present. 
Have had our meetings preparatory to 
the communion. No occasion of church 
discipline appeared, and there are four 
candidates for baptism, but, owing to sick- 
ness, only three will now go forward. 

27.—Yesterday was a good day for 
Kergau. Nearly all the members were 
present, besides many from Mata, and a 
large number of the unconverted were 
there to hear God's word and to witness 
the ordinances of his house. This morn- 
ing I examined the children of the jungle 


school. This evening we are again in 
Mata! The fact is that br. Bennett could 


not succeed in finding coolies willing to 
leave their homes, through fear of dying 
in the jungle. So, being in fine health, 
sent off part of our things and returned 
to complete our work in Mata. <Ad- 
dressed quite a good congregation. 


Last week at Mata—Cholera at Tavoy. 


Tavoy, Jan. 5.—The past week was 
one of much interest. We remained till 
nearly all the Karens returned to Mata. 
Had the privilege of preaching seven 
sermons, on subjects highly important to 
them, visited all their houses, and be- 
came acquainted with their real con- 
dition. 

This has been a trying, hard tour, but 
yet one of much interest. All the mem- 
bers of the churches had remained true 
to their profession, ten persons received 
baptism, and many of the unconverted 
heard the gospel. All imperfect as our 
effort has been, we leave it with God. 
Only those who have been on a tour like 
this can feel how important it is that 
God pour out his Spirit. 

7.—The cholera is still raging here, 
though less in the city itself. In the villa- 
ges around, however, it seems to be on the 
increase. I know of only four Karens in 
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the jungle who have fallen by this awful 
scourge. But one of our most substantial 
men at Mata, who came down with us, 
died this morning. He leaves a wife 
and four children. His funeral was at- 
tended at sunrise, the whole company 
consisting of his pastor, the apothecary 
(a Christian), and myself. We knelt by 
his body, in an apartment of the civil 
hospital, and poured out our souls in 
prayer for his surviving friends, and for 
ourselves. The government prisoners 
then bore away the remains, to rest by 
the ashes of Boardman. 

This evening, God willing, we follow 
br. and sr. Brayton (who went yester- 
day) to Newville, to attend the Asso- 
ciation. 


MERGUI. 
JOURNAL OP MR. BRAYTON. 


Visit to churches on the coast — Kabin. 

Nov. 26.— Left Mergui yesterday to 
visit the churches along the coast, and 
arrived at Kabin to-day about noon. 
Here we met Sau Quala, who came by 
way of Tenyat, where he found two 
families who wish to become Christians. 
They say they have fully made up their 
minds to be baptized and follow Christ, 
and they want an assistant to settle 
among them. We shall endeavor to 
send them one, and see what the fruit will 
be another year. Here at Kabin, the 
assistant reports that the disciples are all 
steadfast and at peace with each other, 
except two; these, a brother and sister, 
are contending about a garden left by 
their father, who died some ten years 
since. 

27.— Visited some of the families, and 
among them the sister referred to. She 
and her husband both professed to be 
steadfast in the truth and at peace with 
all the church. But when asked direct- 
ly, Are you not contending about a gar- 
den ? they acknowledged it. 

It appeared, on inquiry, that the land 
rightfully belonged to the brother; that he 
had, through kindness to his sister, allowed 
her and her husband to occupy a part for 
about two years, and that they had now as- 
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serted a claim to the whole. They had pos- 

session of the premises and refused to yield 

any part of it. The church decided that 

they were in the wrong, but they refused to 

listen to the church or to Mr. Brayton. 

Baptism of six converts — Rendering good for 
evil. 

Covenant meeting this afternoon, after 
which three candidates for baptism were 
examined. Others are to come forward 
to-merrow. 

28. Sabbath.— Prayer meeting at day- 
light, preaching at 10 A. M., after which 
four more candidates were examined, 
and all received for baptism except one. 
Repaired to the water side in a few min- 
utes, where Quala baptized the six 
candidates in the beautiful, clear stream 
running past the village. Communion 
in the afternoon and preaching in the 
evening. 

Have to-day been deeply interested 
to witness the triumph of grace in the 
offended brother, and also pained to 
witness the opposite in the offending 
sister and her husband. In covenant 
meeting yesterday, the parties were 
questioned as to their intentions, when 
the brother remarked that as his sister 
and her husband had seized upon his 
property and would not give it up, he 
must recover by law what was his own. 

After meeting I called him, and having 
read Paul's advice in 1 Cor. vi., urged 
him to follow the inspired instruction ; 
though it would be giving up an un- 
doubted right and losing a little of this 
world, yet, for the sa e of his own soul’s 
interest and for the sake of Christ, it 
would be much better to let it all go. 
This morning he came witha smiling face, 
saying, “I have given it all up. I am 
fully determined to do as the Bible says 
and to let the world go for Christ.” 
This was said with so much feeling as 
to leave no doubt that it came from 
the heart. The other parties, persisting 
in the wrong, were of course suspended 
from the fellowship of the church. 

29.— Mrs. Brayton remains here this 
forenoon, waiting for the tide, and is to 
have a meeting with the women and 
children in the mean time. Sau Quala 


364 Mergui.—Journal of Mr. Brayton. 


and myself leave early this morning, to 
go overland to Thimboung, to spend a 
night with the little church there and to 
administer the communion. 


Thimboung and K’wote. 


30.— Reached Thimboung yesterday 
about noon. When we arrived, the 
disciples were all out in their fields, busi- 
ly engaged in harvesting, but on being 
informed of our arrival they hastened in, 
and were soon ready for meeting. After 
covenant meeting we each gave them a 
short sermon, and in the evening Laudoo 
preached. Administered the commu- 
nion early this morning, and after break- 
fast bade them farewell. At the landing 
met our boats, which had come round 
during the night, and proceeded at once 
on our way to K’wote. ; 

Dec. 1.—Arrived at the landing 
about midnight, and early this morning 
we started for the zayat, Mrs. Brayton 
being carried in a chair part of the way, 
and Mary and myself walking through 
the mud and water. After about an 
hour’s travel reached the zayat, where 
we had the luxury of a fine bath in their 
beautiful creek. The disciples soon be- 
gan to come in, bringing us provisions. 
Most of the day was spent in personal 
conversation with those who called. All 
appear steadfast and at peace with each 
other. Concluded to leave Sau Quala 
here to administer the communion on 
the Sabbath, we going on to the Pwo 
church at Ongpong. 

Ongpong—Gdbd tidings—Heathen insensibility 
—Baptisms. 

2.—Arrived at Ongpdng about noon. 
The assistant reports all the church to 
be steadfast, and that two, who have been 
excluded for gross immorality, are trying 
to get back again; also three candidates 
for baptism. The old deacon a few 
woeks since closed his probationary state, 
and entered upon his final rest. 

An evangelist has just come in from 
Mamaza, who says that several there are 


’ very anxious to have us visit them; some 


say that they intend to follow Christ now. 
3.—Went up the river and called on 
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some heathen families, to preach to them 
Jesus. In the first house they listened 
with fixed attention and acknowledged 
the truth of all, but the dreadful delu- 
sion, “ there’s time enough yet,” held 
them fast. In another found only the 
aged grandmother at home, who declared 
at once that she would have nothing to 
do with this religion. She was deter- 
mined to follow her parents ; if they were 
wrong, she was willing to be so, — if they 
were lost she was content to be. In an- 
other house there appeared such total 
insensibility, that it seemed like talking 
in very deed to stones. 

4.— Covenant meeting in the after- 
noon ; atter which one man was examined 
and received as a candidate for bap- 
tism. 

5.— After the forenoon service another 
young man and a young woman were 
received for baptism. We then repaired 
to the water, where the three, all heads 
of families, were baptized. The com- 
munion was celebrated in the afternoon 
and there was preaching in the evening. 

6.— Went in a small boat to Palaw. 
The assistant gives a good account of the 
church. 

7.— After covenant meeting in the 
morning, a young man and his sister 
were examined and received by the 
church. They are interesting persons, 
and give fair promise to be worthy la- 
borers for Christ. They were baptized 
after the forenoon service, and received 
the communion with the church. 

8.— Returned to Ongpong, and in the 
evening left for Mamaza, reaching the 
landing the following evening. 

20.— The people on this river have 
long heard the gospel, and some appear 
to be almost Christians; but no one has 
gained sufficient strength as yet to pro- 
fess Christ before the world. Early this 
morning a man came to our boat. ‘ My 
heart is really with Christ,” he said, “ and 
I wish to be baptized and to follow him 
now. But my wife is entreating me to 
wait a little, that she may go with me.” 
Alas! what devices will not the adversary 
use! Another came with the same tale, 
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and another, and still another,— four 
men professing a desire to follow Christ, 
but thinking they must wait for their 
wives. They are poor and ignorant, 
and need much instruction. One young 
woman, who has made high professions 
for the last three years, sent in a written 
request for baptism. But as she was 
away at an idolatrous festival, last night, 
she was faithfully told that such conduct 
showed plainly that her keart was not 
with Jesus, and that she must give bet- 
ter evidence of conversion before she 
could be received. There are many on 
this river who have learned to read, and 
having no books but such as missionaries 
have prepared, light is dawning upon 
them from this source. 

Spent the day in personal conversa- 
tion with those who called upon us, and 
after sunset addressed a company who 
were passing on their way to a festival, 
but were persuaded to stop and hear a 
a sermon. 

12. Sabbath.— Had a morning prayer 
meeting and three sermons. Each ser- 
vice was well attended, and mostly by 
différent congregations. The people 
here have resolved to build a zayat and 
to support an assistant,— that is, furnish 
his provisions. There are some ten or 
fifteen, who say they wish to have an 
assistant that they may be instructed the 
year to come and then be baptized. 
Time will determine the sincerity of 
their professions. 

14.— Reached the landing at Pyeek- 
hya about midnight. Spent the day in 
receiving visitors at the zayat, and 
preached in the evening. Left about 
midnight for Palouk. 

15.— The assistant, who came with 
several members to meet us at the land- 
ing, reports the church as in a healthy 
condition, with three applications for 
baptism. Preached in the evening. 

16.— After covenant meeting in the 
forenoon, three lads were examined, 
and baptized by Quala. Communion 


in the afternoon and preaching in the 
evening. 
17.— Hada season of prayer with the 
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church and took leave of them. Pro- 
ceeded to Patsauoo, where Quala 


preached in the evening. 

19.— Two applicants for baptism ap- 
peared before the church yesterday, but 
for want of satisfactory evidence of con- 
version were not received. Preached 
last evening, and to-day attended the 
usual Sabbath services, with the com- 
munion. 

Baptisms at Naungtaung and Pyeekhya. 

Leaving his family at Pyeekhya, Mr. 
Brayton went to Mergui to make some 
preparations to attend the Association on 
the Tavoy river. He returned to Pyeekhya 
onthe 24th, where he had some Pwo vis- 
itors, and spent another Sabbath. There 
being a small church at Naungtaung, a few 
miles from Pyeekhya, he spent the 28th 
with them. The aspect of the church was 
favorable. One young man was baptized 
and the Lord's Supper was administered. 
On the 30th he went up the river on a 
preaching tour, but found that the people 
were mostly from home, and the few he met 
were extremely indifferent. On the 2d of 
January eight persons were baptized at 
Pyeekhya, and on the following day Mr. 
Brayton proceeded to the place appointed 
for the meeting of the Association. 

Thus we have visited all the churches 
in this Southern district, being ten in 
number, seven Sgau and three Pwo. 
Though there has been no special out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit during the 
year past, still there is evidence of a 
gradual advancement. Twenty-seven 
have been baptized during our visits the 
present season. What is still more 
cheering, new interests have been com- 
menced in two different places, one 
among the Sgaus, and one among the 
P wos. 


SIAM. 
LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE. 


Tour to Bangplasoi— The suspended assis- 
tant—A hopeful convert. 
Bangkok, Dec. 20th, 1852. — The 
delightfully cool weather we are now 
permitted to enjoy, favors us with an 
excellent season for going abroad from 
our quarters at Bangkok. A few days ago 
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I returned from Bangplasoi, an impor- 
tant town on the eastern shore of the 
Galf of Siam. My principal object was 
to distribute books among the Chinese 
at that place. The suspended assistant, 
Kiok Cheng, who is now employed as my 
personal teacher, went with me. He 
constantly attended me, and spoke out 
of the fulness of his stores to his 
countrymen concerning the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. We still feel encouraged 
to think that he has repented of bis fall, 
with a repentance that will not need to 
be repented of. 

A man who lives at this place made 
an application for baptism a few weeks 
ago. Our visit enabled us to see his 
manner of deporting himself in his fam- 
ily and among his neighbors. The as- 
pect of his case is quite encouraging. 
The assistant imparted to him much in- 
struction in the fundamentals of religion. 
He will visit us at Bangkok as soon as 
the fishing season is over, when his case 
will be acted upon. 

Bangplasoi is not perhaps worse than 
other heathen towns. It certainly dif- 
fers from Bangkok, as a country town 
at home differs in point of wickedness 
from a large city. And yet, a visitor 
cannot but be deeply struck with the 
number and variety of the appliances 
for iniquity in a place comparatively so 
small. 

A distillery, and its fit accessories. 

In the centre of the town are situated 
the principal sinks of abomination. Pass- 
ing along for the first time, 1 came toa 
series of bamboo sheds. Seeing a crowd 
of Chinamen, I stepped within. It 
proved to be a large distillery. Several 
long rows of earthen jars were filled with 
coarse molasses in the various stages of 
fermentation. Some had just commenced 
working, others were running over with 
froth, ready for the still. Near by, built 
upon a brick furnace, was a large iron 
caldron, surmounted by a condensing 
apparatus. A hot fire glowed beneath, 


and the poison was slowly steaming into 
a receiver placed above. In full keep- 
ing with the distillery, there was a frog 
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pond in the rear, covered with a green, 
sickly scum, in which a few swine were 
wallowing. 

A little alley led from the front door 
to the bazaar near by. On one side of 
this lane was that favorite resort of the 
native idler, the cockpit. There China- 
men and Siamese sometimes throng to- 
gether, in a common crowd, the first to 
gratify their passion for gambling, and 
the second to indulge their fondness for 
cruel sport. On the other side was the 
“opium hell,” as it is fitly called, where 
the Chinaman wastes his property, de- 
stroys his health, dissipates his strength, 
beggars his family—ruins himself, both 
soul and body. A few sallow, sunken 
faced smokers were hanging around the 
doors of the den, awaking slowly, but 
surely, from their elysian dreams to the 
unutterable horrors, that in the case of 
the confirmed smoker inevitably follow 
his indulgence in the poison. 

Atemple and its usual neighbor — Scenic 

and real tragedy. 

Next is a heathen temple. Its front 
doors were thrown open, and showed a 
few dim candles burning before the 
glooomy recess where the idol was placed. 
Incense-sticks in profusion were burning 
in iron seething pans. The “ incense of 
devils” filled the room. 

Directly opposite the temple was its 
usual neighbor, a Chinese theatre. The 
fantastically painted chests that contained 
the apparel of the actors were ranged 
along the sides of the open platform, 
where everybody in the street might 
see. On a rack were ranged crowns, 
caps with peacocks’ feathers, and other 
such insignia of nobility, swords, spears, 
and all the weapons of sham tragedy. 
The actors themselves were not on the 
stage. Some were sleeping off their last 
night’s debauch, some were gambling, 
some were feasting, and others were 
strolling in the bazaar. This scene 
would not have been complete, if some 
wretched objects of charity had not been 
there, to subsist upon the leavings of the 
actors. I was beginning to rejoice that 
some such were there; but, on looking 
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agair, I found it was rejoicing too soon. 
Under the stage there lay, half buried 
in dirt and rags and street sweepings, a 
poor miserable beggar. lis great strug- 
gle for existence seemed almost at an 
end. He looked as though wamt and 
disease had already got the mastery and 
he was waiting for the final blow. It 
would be no matter of surprise if he 
should die there. It certainly would 
excite no concern in any one of the 
multitude around. Should death come, 
to enact a real tragedy with that poor 
beggar in the dust, it would not interrupt 
the mock tragedy going forward on the 
platform six feet above him. The crowd 
of lookers on would be more interested 
in the waving peacocks’ plumes than in 
the beggar’s rags; and no one could hear 
the gurgling of his last breath, amid the 
incessant beating of gongs and clatter 
of tomtoms. His body would be lugged 
off like a dead sheep, and perhaps some 
brother beggar take possession of his nest 
of leaves and dirt. 

Preaching from house to house — Health and 

hopes. 

The few days spent at Bangplasoi were 
employed in going about from house to 
house. A goodly number of dwellings 
were visited, at each of which the assist- 
ant gave a brief but comprehensive 
account of the way of life. 

During my stay I took occasion to pay 
a visit to Anghin, a small village about 
five miles from Bangplasoi. On a small 
height overlooking the town, and com- 
manding a beautiful prospect of the gulf 
and the coast, is the spot once occupied 
as a health station. In the hot season 
this would furnish a salubrious retreat 
for a debilitated system. It would be 
profitable for us all, if we could exchange 
the sickly vapors of Bangkok for the 
bracing southwest monsoon, during four 
or six weeks at that most unpropitious 
season. 

We are generally in the enjoyment of 
good health. In our missionary circle 
there is ovcasionally experienced by one 
or another some slight indisposition, but 
nothing that causes serious apprehension. 
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It is a season of the year, however, rath- 
er unfavorable to the native population. 
We hear of frequent cases of fever and 
ague, but of a mild type, arising, perhaps, 
from the scantiness of their clothing, 
which is hardly sufficient for these cool 
nights and mornings. 

Weare waiting with interest to hear 
what you are about to do for us in Siam. 
No intelligence has reached us of the 
departure of helpers. I ardently hope 
to hear soon of the appointment of an- 
other missionary for the Chinese depart- 
ment. Shall the prospects of this little 
church be clouded by a disappointment ? 


NINGPO. 
LETIER FROM DR. MACGOWAN. 
Boys’ day schools. 


Ningpo, Jan. Ist, 1853. — In their 
labors for the evangelization of China, 
missionaries have bestowed considerable 
attention to the education of youth, and, 
until recently, with such limited success 
as to render this form of labor, in the 
estimation of many, of doubtful utility 
compared with other departments of 
missionary work. Additional importance, 
however, has of late been attached to it, 
in consequence of a number of hopeful 
conversions having taken place among 
the pupils, and we may confidently ex- 
pect the divine blessing will continue to 
accompany these efforts, until China 
shall be honored with an educated native 
ministry. 

Hitherto, this mission has been so fee- 
bly sustained, that our energies have 
necessarily been almost entirely directed 
to the preaching of the gospel, and the 
translation of the sacred Scriptures, so 
that we have not solicited large sums for 
the purpose of education, which, when 
a haughty and injured people had to be 
conciliated, was of far less consequence 
than the employment of the healing art. 
But the Lord having been pleased to 
raise up around us a small and increasing 
Christian community, we have thereby 
imposed upon us the duty of imparting 
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instruction to their children. We do 
not ask our brethren to assume the sup- 
port of the children of converts in board- 
ing schools, nor are we prepared to say 
that such a course at present would be 
politic, if feasible ; we only solicit the 
requisite means for sustaining day schools 
in an efficient manner. Feeling their 
importance, br. Goddard and myself had 
resolved to reopen the school the ensu- 
ing Chinese year, at our own cost, when 
you informed us of having included in 
the annual grant an appropriation for 
that purpose, by which we were unex- 
pectedly relieved of a considerable bur- 
den of anxiety. Indeed we only suffered 
it to be closed for a year, in consequence 
of the building of the church rendering 
its continuance inconvenient. Could 
we be spared from our accustomed em- 
ployments, to give the school our per- 
sonal superintendence, we might hope 
for precious fruit from it. Our English 
Episcopal brethren have lately added to 
their communion five youths from their 
day schools. Though conducted under 
many disadvantages, our day school has 
been useful in commending us to those 
who reside in the neighborhood of the 
church; some of the elder scholars 
have become young men and frequently 
attend our services. 
Girls’ day schools. 

It being so difficult, with the other ex- 
penses of the mission, to sustain a school 
for boys, we seldom thought of attempt- 
ing anything for girls, particularly as 
they could not be gathered into board- 
ing schools without difliculty; those 
parents only being willing to send their 


children whose extreme poverty drove 


them to that resort, and then, almost 
always coupled with the proviso, that the 
eruel and hideous practice of binding 
the feet should go on with their Chris- 
tian education. There are not a dozen 
families in this opulent and literary city 
whose females can read, and to offer 
education to the girls of the poor without 
homes of some kind would be perfectly 
futile. Providentially, just at the period 
in the history of the mission when it be- 
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came incumbent on us to undertake the 
instruction of girls,—there being several, 
the daughters of church members, whose 
claims were urgent,—we were supplied 
with means to try an important experi- 
ment .of this description. In a box 
freighted with numerous tokens of friend- 
ly regard and sympathy, and every way 
valuable, from our Awity St. friends, 
New York, was a packet of hard dollars, 
the gift to me from the dear children of 
the Sabbath school, which Mrs. M. im- 
mediately appropriated for an object she 
had long desired,—a female day school. 
Having a suitable teacher for it in our 
family, Jane Yung, a young woman 
she has been training five years, it was 
commenced by presenting the induce- 
ment of a dinner to each scholar. To 
our surprise the number Mrs. M. pro- 
posed taking was quickly completed, and 
soon after, five more begged for admis- 
sion so strongly, that they were re- 
ceived; the school now contains fifteen, 
the hours for instruction being from 94 
A. M.to4 P.M. Several of the larger 
scholars can read books published in the 
Roman character, the greater part are 
able to recite the whole of Watts’s First 
Catechism, and all have made remark- 
able proficiency, although they have 
been under instruction only nine weeks. 

Our residence is in a neighborhood 
which suffered much from foreign sol- 
diers during the war, and hence all efforts 
to conciliate them were but partially 
successful, until they observed our re- 
gard for their children; were there no 
other advantage than the access it thus 
gives to families about us, the school 
would compensate for its care and cost. 
On the Sabbath the instruction is wholly 
religious. We have taken into our fam- 
ily the daughter of the native assistant 
Chui, who mainly supports her, and as 
we have offered ourselves to support the 
daughter of the brother last baptized—a 
very poor man, we shall probably have 
two scholars training for special useful- 
ness. ‘Thus a female school has been 
commenced, which we believe will never 
be disbanded for want of funds, and 
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which we hope will be the means of 
effecting everlasting good. 
Baptisms. 

Brother Goddard has been permitted 
to bury in the baptismal waters his son, 
& promising youth of twelve years.. If 
the missionary in heathen lands prizes 
the prayers of his brethren for a blessing 
on his ordinary labors, he attaches a 
higher value to prayers offered in behalf 
of his children, and relies much on them 
in his hopes for the spiritual welfare of 
these dear lambs, whom he desires the 
Great Shepherd to train for usefulness 
in diffusing the glorious gospel. An 
aged Chinaman went down into the 
water at the same time, to put on Christ 
by a public profession. From the pub- 
licity of the ceremony and the large 
number of heathen spectators present, 
the subject of Christianity occasioned 
considerable discussion, and though it 
may have given rise to no small misap- 
prehension, and even perhaps to in- 
creased animosity, yet this is so much 
better than indiflerence, that it is hardly 
to be deplored. 

Evening services. 

Besides attending daily at the hospital, 
addressing the patients and prescribing 
for them, I have ventured, on the strength 
of the cold weather, to hold an evening ser- 
vice once a week in our new church. The 
little edifice resembles those neat buildings 
in which our country brethren at home 
meet for the worship of God. Its novel- 
ty attracts many hearers, and, as it ap- 
pears to much advantage when lighted, 


the weekly evening service is one of 


some interest. It affords also an oppor- 
tunity for many to hear the gospel whose 
daily vocations debar them that priv- 
ilege. 

Br. Goddard holds, on the following 
evening, a meeting of a more private and 
select character for pastoral instruction, 
attended by the converts and inquirers, 
—the most important of all our meet- 
ings. 


Inquirers. 
Sung, the brother last baptized, was 
like brother Tung, a Budhist of the 
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stricter sort, and a member of a pro- 
scribed body known as the Tea Seet, 
who are given to fasting and to a strict 
observance of a few religious rites. 
Images are never used in their worship, 
all their ceremonies being performed 
before a scroll on which are written the 
characters, “ Heaven, Earth, Prince, 
Teacher, Parent,” — nevertheless they 
are generally considered Budhists. The 
Tea Sect has no priesthood, its ceremonies 
being conducted by a few elderly lay- 
men of superior zeal and intelligence: 
Generally speaking, the adherents to 
this sect are simple-minded people, 
more moral than their neighbors, and 
distinguished from the mass by a concern 
for their safety after death. These, be- 
ing the only earnest people in the land, 
invite the special attention of mission- 
aries, and from an early period of my 
labors at Ningpo I have endeavored to 
cultivate their acquaintance. As we now 
have two of their number added to our 
little church, the way is open for effort 
in their behalf. The government edicts 
which have been issued against them 
from time to time, were on account of 
their alleged political character, which, 
if true of them elsewhere in the empire, 
is not applicable to those in this part of 
the country. Their meetings are con- 
nived at by the authorities. 

I sought an introduction to the leader 
of this fraternity, but never succeeded in 
finding him at home :—a few days ago 
Tung brought him to my house, when, to 
my disappointment, 1 discovered him to 
be a sordid, captious, hypocritical old 
man, bent only on turning his influence 
toa profitable account. Finding there 
was no room for the exercise of his tal- 
ents among us, he endeavored to draw 
out some ideas which he might graft 
into his own society, and when he inei- 
dentally complained that in a recent visit 
to some of his flock in a neighboring city 
he was met with the taunt “* We have 
heard enough of heaven and hell, tell us 
something new,” I recommended him to 
comply with their wishes by explaining 
to them the great atonement once made 
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for all sin. He will take no pains to 
explain this new thing to them, as his 
fees depend upon the number of new ad- 
herents, and the perquisites of worship. 
Intelligence reached us a few days ago 
ofa turn in public affairs, which threaten- 
ed to deprive us of the services of brother 
Sung, who obtains his livelihood by fol- 
lowing two professions, that of soldier and 
tailor, his company being under march- 
ing orders to intercept the advance of 
the rebels upon Nankin, (which, if once 
wrested from the imperialists, will seal 
the fate of the Manchu dynasty.) We 
were concerned, not for his personal safe- 
ty, for the profession of arms in China is 
both harmless and safe, but for his Chris- 
tian fidelity ina Pagan camp. To-day 
he informs us that, the bounty being very 
large, about sixteen dollars, he found 
many who wished to take his place, which 
gives us much satisfaction, as he promises 
to render valuable aid to the mission. 
Two of the inquirers also are in the 
army, a description of militia, in which a 
small monthly pittance is allowed as a 
compensation for the time consumed in 
parades and other martial exercises. The 
number of persons offering to join us, in 
hopes of getting employment, is much less 
than formerly, probably because our ob- 
jects are better known ; still, the number 
who hope to turn the profession of Chris- 
tianity to profitable account is not small. 
A short time since, an attendant at the 
religious services of the hospital made 
such earnest and repeated inquiries con- 
cerning the gospel, that I requested the 
assistant Giu to pay him a visit. He 
found that his house had just been closed, 
the master being absent in consequence 
of his wife having absconded. On further 
inquiry I found that a previous wife had 
served him in the same manner, and 
therefore ceased considering him a hope- 
ful character. Last week he resumed his 
attendance and manifested such earnest- 
ness in studying the catechism, that he 
appeared to be a promising person, but 
I have just discovered that he wants a 
situation as an apothecary, caring nothing 
for the religion he is so willing to adopt. 
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A very useful test of the sincerity of in- 
quirers, is, to place an epitome of the gos- 
pelin their hands, either in the form of a 
catechism or select passages of Scripture, 
which if they commit to memory shows 
them to be proper subjects for instrue- 
tion and prayer; they thereby become 
members of the Bible class. Recitations 
of this kind are required of all to whom 
I give employment, which, owing to my 
professional labors, are nine in number, 
the amount they commit to memory being 
perfectly optional. The medival assistant, 
whom I have had for several months, a 
respectable and intelligent old physician, 
has recited to me the whole of the cate- 
chism and considerable portions of Scrip- 
ture. He says he believes the gospel and 
intends to profess it next summer. The 
number of persons in Ningpo who believe 
Christianity to be the only true faith is 
not inconsiderable, though true converte 
are few in number. 

A gentleman of high standing in the 
city, sent for me a few weeks >go, avow- 
edly to prescribe for his wife, but in real- 
ity to procure information on certain 
points in astronomy. Mrs. Tung was 
despatched to her apartment after a brief 
interview, and the main subject intro- 
duced. lis progress in astronomy fell far 
short of his own estimate and that of his 
fellow townsmen. “I know perfectly 
well,” he said, “that the ruling idea of 
the world being flat and of the sun rising 
and setting is absurd, but I do not quite 
understand how it happens that we do 
not pitch off at night!” Before leaving 
the house I attempted to instruct him in 
something more celestial than astronomy, 
Since commencing this letter Mr. Tung 
sent in as a present a basket of cakes, 
which has been quite a windfall to the 
girls below, such perquisites always falling 
to them. 

On the 16th ult. we were startled by 
the shock of an 


Earthquake. 


It happened about eight o’clock in the 
evening and for a moment produced 
sensations which were truly appalling. 
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Everything suspended from the ceilings 
or walls vibrated, the floors seemed to 
slip from beneath our feet, and the whole 
house was put upon. the stretch. Per- 
suaded that the rickety building could not 
long endure such an ague, after getting 
my family into the garden, I put out the 
fire, at which we had been comfortably 
seated, that the crash might not be fol- 
lowed by a conflagration, and that some- 
thing might be saved. Providentially the 
earth, to use a Chinese expression, * came 
to rights "in a minute and a half, without 
doing any damage by its untoward aber- 
ration. Just before midnight there was 
a second shock which, however, was bare- 
ly perceptible. This is the third earth- 
quake in this part of China since the 
opening of the ports, and they do not 
appear to be either very uncommon or 
dangerous. We are on an alluvial plain 
far removed from volcanic districts, and 
as they have been experienced (since 
observed by foreigners) during a drought 
of long continuance, and when the atmos- 
phere was in a highly electrical state, they 
are perhaps owing to electricity. Rumor 
represents this earthquake as having been 
destructive in the north of China. A few 
months ago, a destructive earthquake oc- 
curred in the north-western part of the 
country and about the same time a great 
part of Manilla was overthrown by the 
same cause. 
Visit to a Fohkien colony. 

If the Chinese are ignorant of outside 
countries, their knowledge of the Inner 
Land, that is, so much of it as is not com- 
prehended in the prospect from their na- 
tive spot, is hardly more extensive ; no 
reliable information can be obtained con- 
cerning any place, but from personal in- 
spection. There is, for example, in this 
prefecture a walled city, which may be 
approached in twenty-four hours, in rela- 
tion to which very discordant accounts 
are given by the people of this city; 
some representing its inhabitants as being 
without gods, as speaking a dialect resem- 
bling the cackling of geese, as living se- 
cluded from the people of the country, 
and whose origin was unknown, though 
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many believed them to be descended 
from ancestors who had been animals. 
And here it may be remarked that those 
who hold to the “ Development theory” 
fail to make use of the strongest argument 
in its favor —namely, the prevalence of 
myths in Asia, of instances in which wild 
animals have assumed the human form 
divine ; such ideas are common enough 
in China, and would be thought very con- 
clusive evidence by minds of a certain 
cast. 

A night's journey brought Rev. Mr. 
Jackson, of the English Episcopal Mis- 
sion, and myself to the beautiful villagefof 
Snitsishi, seventy leagues north of Ning- 
po city. This place is the residence of 
the wealthiest families in the empire, a 
considerable portion of the foreign com- 
merce being carried on with capital owned 
there. As their property has been ac- 
quired chiefly by trading in drugs, they 
have erected a beautiful temple to the 
JEsculapius of China. We engaged a 
couple of chairs to bear us to Kwanhai, 
the mysterious city of our destination. 
Leaving the valley of Tsz’ki we crossed 
the hills at the Pear Pass, and in a couple 
of hours came to a large plain which ex- 
tends from these hills to the ocean, and 
which has been reclaimed from the sea 
within the historic period. At the fur- 
ther end of this alluvial flat, near the 
Hangchau Bay, lies Kwanhai, which we 
reached in the afternoon, having passed 
through a rich and populous country in 
our route. In each village we distributed 
a few tracts and briefly addressed im- 
mense crowds of people, very few of whom 
had ever seen a foreigner, none having 
as yet visited that part of the country. 

To be crowded in the streets and to 
be an object of curiosity, is what one ex- 
pects on visiting an unfrequented place 
in this country, but I was not prepared 
for such a turn-out as we witnessed at 
Kwanhai, which in truth we could hardly 
see for the people, so great was the con- 
course which gathered round us. I re- 
gretted again and again that I bad not 
come in the costume of the country. 
Poultry, pigs, goats, and dogs were quietly 
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enjoying themselves in the broad streets 
of the quiet city. There were little 
stands for the sale of oranges, candies or 
vegetables at the corners of the s‘reets. 
The jam which took place as soon as we 
were discovered, caused the latter to be 
all overturned; the quadrupeds had no 
time to escape, but could be heard bark- 
ing and squealing beneath the feet of the 
crowd; the winged creatures by a few 
spasmodic efforts got on the surface of the 
sea of heads, where, however, as may be 
supposed, they found no rest. A few vain 
attempts were made to distribute tracts; 
we had to desist, and place the whole of 
them in packages in the hands of'a few re- 
spectable looking people, trusting for their 
general circulation that way. No attempt 
was made to address them, although the 
greater part understood the Ningpo dia- 
lect ; we were glad to get out of the town 
after a hasty inspection. We found the 
people extremely friendly and could we 
establish a mission there, we might expect 
perhaps less opposition than usual. The 
inhabitants are the descendants of a party 
of Fohkien settlers who appear to have 
been banished for political offences, hence 
they speak a dialect entirely different from 
the people of the place and different also 
from that of the place of their origin ; — 
they speak the Ningpo dialect also. In 
their religion they differ very little from 
their cou: trymen, their idols merely being 
less numerous. 


On our return we suffered from the 
cold, though in addition to overcoats, a 
dress such as would answer for the coldest 
weather in New York, we had on furs, 
the thermometer at the same time being 
no lower than 34°! The sun was shining 
with such force, that without the protec- 
tion of an umbrella the bead was sure to 
suffer. It is but a few weeks ago since 
we were suffering from heat rarely ex- 
perienced at Hongkong, a thousand miles 
to the south, and which is never known 
at Singapore, just under the equator. 
Were it not for this cold season, the 
climate of Ningpo would be unendurable ; 
one other advantage it affords, our tables 


' are plentifully supplied with game in 
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winter,—wild water fowl in every varie- 
ty, pheasants, hare, deer, &c. 


— 
BASSAS. 


The arrival, under favorable circum- 
stances, of the company appointed to resus- 
citate the mission to the Bassas, has been 
noticed (p. 298.) The following passages 
extracted from their letters possess no or- 
dinary interest. 

LETTER FROM MR. GOODMAN. 
First aspects. 


Bexley, Feb. 11.— Through the tender 
mercies of our heavenly Father, we are 
permitted to address you a few lines from 
this, our far-off home. Day unto day 
has uttered speech, and night unto 
night has showed us knowledge. Truly 
has his loving kindness been ever to us- 
ward, and here, even here in Africa, are 
we enabled to raise our Ebenezer, and 
to say, Thus far hath God helped us. 
It is sometimes difficult for us to realize 
that we are in Africa, and that between 
us and our friends (I will not say home, 
for that is here,) there rolls the broad 
Atlantic. But so it is, and though at 
times the thought of seeing those loved 
ones no more on earth makes us sad, 
still, eternity will give us a union that 
shall never end. 

It is four weeks to-morrow since we 
reached this place, and as yet, with the 
exception of sr. Crocker, we have all 
enjoyed excellent health. She had a 
slight attack of fever, but has entirely 
recovered and is now unusually well. 
Dr. D , from the Beach, has called 
on us several times, and I believe has 
almost given up the hope of a very ex- 
tensive practice, so far as we are at 
present concerned. But it would ill 
become us to boast of to-morrow; while, 
at the same time, we can but feel grate- 
ful that God has granted us such a 
great blessing as the health we have thus 
far enjoyed. To Him be all the praise. 

We were most agreeably disappointed 
at finding everything here so much 
better than we had anticipated. The 
country, the weather and the people, all 
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far excel what we had been led to ex- 
pect. Nor do [ believe that such feelings 
as were ours at home are by any means 
rare among American Christians, or 
even among those who are looking 
forward to missionary labors. To us, 
Africa was the land of death, the abode 
of every foul and hurtful beast; a land 
of sandy deserts or of unbroken swamps, 
overrun by an innumerable multitude 
of creeping things, where existence was 
only tolerable, not enjoyable. To us, 
Africa is not, perhaps, the very reverse 
of all this, but nearly so. It is a goodly 
land, a land fertile, and fruitful of many 
things that render life not only endura- 
ble but blessed. There are few spots, 
even in our own land, more beautiful 
than some parts of the mission premises. 
The St. John’s is a noble and beautiful 
stream, and the mountains, visible from 
our window at a distance of eight or 
ten miles, rising far above the adjacent 
country, lend additional attractiveness to 
the scene. In a word, we feel at home 


and happy. 


LETTER PROM MRS. CROCKER. 
The Mission premises— Hallowed recollec- 
tions. 

Bexley, Feb. 2.— Through the mercy 
of God we arrived at this place on the 
16th of January, all well and in good 
spirits, prepared in some degree, I trust, 
for labor and for suffering in the blessed 
cause to which we have devoted our 
lives. We were agreeably surprised to 
find a pleasant home for our reception, 
and everything in excellent order. 
Truly we have had faithful stewards 
here, for all around the mission premises, 
and even the books in the library, 
showed that no common care had been 
bestowed to preserve the property from 
the ruinous effects of climate. Mr. and 


Mrs. Vonbrunn deserve no small degree 
of commendation for their careful and 
judicious management in regard to the 
affairs of the mission generally. 

Since I have looked again upon these 
dear familiar scenes, the mission house, 
the enchanting scenery around it, upon 
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the faces of friendly natives, and on our 
beloved assistants, I have felt like one 
awaking from a long dream. The mem- 
ory of other days is with me, and I can- 
not realize that years have passed since 
last I labored here. But when I look 
for the active form, and listen for the 
well known voice of dear br. Clarke, 
and remember that his toil-worn frame 
rests from its labors, and that his pure 
spirit has found a place in one of the 
many mansions in the bright world where 
seraphs dwell, I feel it is even so, that 
years have passed. I shall continue to 
miss the beloved departed, and Bassa 
natives will long deplore the loss of that 
“true Godman.” He is gone, but, “ be- 
ing dead, he yet speaketh.” We see 
fruits of his persevering labors among 
this people, for we find the field white 
unto harvest and ready to reward the 
reaper’s toil. Were but the gracious 
influences of the Spirit poured out, the 
buried seed in thousand hearts would 
spring up in plants of grace. I feel 
grateful to God that I have been per- 
mitted to mingle again in these hallowed 
scenes, and trust I shall long be spared 
to labor here ; but, if otherwise ordered, 
I would not shrink from death in such a 
cause. 


Sentiments of the natives — An interesting 

convert — Prospecis of labor. 

It has been touching, to me, to listen 
to the expressions of natives in reference 
to our coming. One old chief told me 
he had begun to be weary of watching 
and waiting for the teachers to return to 
his land, and he had looked to God to 
send them before he should lie down in 
death. There is much to be done here, 
but we must move slowly. The field is 
vast and deeply interesting. O for 
strength to labor! We are happily 
united as a company, and after the ac- 
climating attacks will be prepared to work 
together as “ heirs of the grace of God.” 
It is our prayer that this mission may 
meet with favor in the eyes of Christians 
at home, aud that they will plead at the 
throne of grace for its religious pros- 


perity. 


te 
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Feb. 12.— We are yet in good health, 
and God is dealing with us in great 
mercy. Beside all our other blessings, 
we are to-day rejoicing in hope of the 
spiritual birth of one of the boys long 
connected with the school. He is a 
very interesting youth, and from all we 
have heard, we cannot doubt that he is 
truly converted. He dates his recent 
convictions of sin from an exhortation 
by Mr. Vonbrunn some few weeks 
since. 

It is decided that my labors shall be 
among the native women and children 
of two towns on the opposite side of the 
river. I feel that this work will be useful, 
and promising, but arduous, and that I 
shall need great wisdom from above. I 
would have all my trust in the Lord. 
Pray that he may direct me. 


LETTER FROM MR. SHERMER. 


Reception at Monrovia and at Bexley. 

Bexley, Feb. 12.— While waiting at 
Monrovia a passage down the coast to 
Bassa Cove, we had the pleasure of an 
introduction to the President of Liberia. 
He “welcomed us to this land of the 
free, especially since we came as am- 
bassadors of Jesus Christ to so interesting 
a tribe as the Bassas.” Several days 
after this, he politely invited us to a 
splendid entertainment given to the 
officers of a Prussian frigate lying in 
port. The many acts of kindness shown 
us by ministering brethren and friends 
residing in Monrovia, will long be grate- 
fully remembered. 

Afier a detention of eleven days, we 
obtained passage in the barque Shirley 
bound for Cape Palmas, having on board 
Bishop Scott, of Maryland, a missionary 
deputation to the Methodist churches on 
the coast, and also Mr. Scott and wife 
and Miss Freeman, missionaries of the 
Episcopal church to Cape Palmas. We 
anchored on the evening of the 15th off 
‘Bassa Cove, and on the morning of the 
16th were conveyed some six miles up 
the beautiful river St. John’s. On en- 
tering the mission house we lived over 
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the history of God’s dealings with this 
mission, and reverted to the providences 
that had conspired to direct our little 
band to this spot. It affected us to tears, 
while we prayed that our lives might 
long be precious in His sight, at whose 
command we come to publish the glad 
news of salvation. 

We were warmly greeted by br. 
Vonbrunn, and after divine service also 
by Kong Koba. They appeared over- 
joyed and remarked,“ We feel like new 
men. Long have we prayed for help 
and sometimes been discouraged ; but 
again we thought God had too signally 
blessed the mission to suffer it to come 
to nought, and to day, behold, our faith 
is changed to sight. To God be the 
praise.” 

On Saturday after our arrival we held 
our first business meeting. Br. Von- 
brunn presented an informal statement 
of the condition of the church and 
schools under his care. The church 
numbers sixteen, all of whom, with one 
exception, are native converts and are 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. He preach- 
es twice every Sabbath, here or in 
adjacent towns, and his Sabbath school 
holds two sessions, with an average of 
forty scholars in attendance. 

Br. Kong Koba reported that there is 
no regularly organized church at Little 
Bassa, his town, though some indulge 
hope in Christ and a wide field of useful- 
ness is opened for the missionary. His 
plea in behalf of his people was truly 
touching. He is anxious to have one of 
the mission families return with him, as 
soon after the acclimating fever as prac- 
ticable. May the Lord direct our steps. 
He preaches once, and sometimes twice 
every Sabbath, and holds a prayer meet- 
ing in the evening. The Sabbath school 
numbers twenty scholars. 

Proposed removal of the mission — Preaching 
— Converts. 

We have been highly pleased in find- 
ing so much neatness displayed about the 
premises. The house, so far from being 
in a dilapidated condition, is sufficiently 
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comfortable, we think, to pass the accli- 
mating fever in. It is too small, however, 
and we have determined to put on an 
addition. Some of the outbuildings are 
in atottering condition, others need re- 
pair. I find the printing apparatus in 
pretty good condition. 

You are acquainted with the fact that 
we are situated among the colonists in- 
stead of among the natives, and that to 
preach in the native towns we are obliged 
to cross the river, which is inconvenient 
and consumes much time. It seems evi- 
dent that we could exert more direct 


missionary influence among the Bassas if 


we lived among them. , 

Br. Goodman and myself hone had 
the pleasure of preaching to the natives 
through an interpreter, for which purpose 
we visited several of their towns, and as 
we looked upon their anxious counte- 
nances, we longed to impart unto them 
some spiritual gift, to the end that they 
might be saved. If we ever wished to 
live many years of usefulness in the cause 
of Christ, we do now. It affects our 
hearts to see these poor heathen without 
God and without hope in the world. If 
we had a hundred lives, they should all 
be spent in efforts to lead them to Jesus 
Christ. Pray for us, and especially for 
the Bassa people. God has in reserve 
a blessing for this people, and we trust 
the time is not far distant when we shall 
realize it in all its fulness. 

Since our arrival an interesting young 
man has found Christ precious to his 
soul, and gives promise of being useful 
in the Kingdom of Christ. Another, 
connected with the mission, is rejoicing 


in hope, and will probably offer himself 


for baptism next month. O that God 
would add to our number daily, of such 
as shall be saved. 


DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED IN JUNE, 1853. 
Maine. 


Baring, ch. and cong. 50; Sur- 
ry, Miss A. M. Carr, for Teloogoo 


Mission, 6; Wiscasset, John 
Sylvester 10; 66.00 
Bowdoinham Asso.: Fayette, 


ch. 3.00; Mrs. Sarah Tuck, avails 


Donations. 


of gold necklace, 3.25; Hallo- 
well, ch., with other donas. to 
cons. Samuel Smith L. M, 61; 
per Rev. LU. C. Estes, Agent, 67.75 
Oxford Asso.: Bethel, ch., per 
Rev. H.C E., Agent, 19.61 
Damariscotta Asso.: Woolwich, 
ch., per Kev. H. C. FE. Agent, 8.00 
Cumberland Asso.: Harpswell, 
ch. and cong 1411; Bruns- 
wick, Ist ch. 3; Freeport. Capt. 
Curtis 2; East Brunswick, ch. 
8; Auburn, 8. Sch. 5; per Rev. 
H. C. E., Agent, 
Piscataquis Asso., Z. Morrill, tr.: 
Abbott, ch. 3; Sangerville, Qa 
ch. 2; per Rev. H. C. E., Agent, 


32.11 
5.00 


New Hampshire. 


Northwood, ch., Chs. A. Kings- 
bury 5; John L. Crocket 6; 
John G. Cote 1; 

White Mountain Asso., per Rev. 
Ek. A. Cummings, Agent, 

Winchester, 8. F. Adams 25 ets.; 
Salisbury, a friend 25 cts.; Lit- 
tleton, Westley Alexander 1; 
Lucy Alexander 50 cts; Mrs. 
Somers 50 ects; Hanover, ch. 

19.80; per Rev. E. A. C., Agent, 


11.00 


Vermont. 


Cambridge, ch., for Burman 
Mission, 

Dover, ch. 8.57; Brookline, ch. 
3.70; Pondviile, ch. 5.27; Cut- 
tingville, ch. 2; Ludlow, ch. 
15.75 ; Post Mills, ch. 7; with 
other donas. to cons. Mra, Lucy 
8. Packer L. M., per Rev. E. A 
Cummings, Agent, 42.29 

Danville Asso. 23; Passumpsic, 
ch. 10.25; Burke, ch. 2u.02 ; per 
Rev. E. A. C., Agent, 


3.00 


63.27 


Massachusetts. 


A friend, for Bible colportage in 
Germany, 20; Boston, Union 
ch., Young Ladies’ Mias. Soc., 
Miss M. KE. Davis, tr., for African 
Mission, 16; South ch., Young 
Ladies’ Miss. Soc., Mise 8. E. 
Mann tr., for sup. of a Karen 
chiid in Mrs. Wade's Sch., 12; 
Charles St. ch., mon. con. 14 75; 
Groton, ch., mon. con. 1.21; 
Westboro’, Mrs. L. M. P. Cash- 
ing, for sup. of Joseph W. Par- 
ker in Karen Normal Sch., 5; 
Watertown, Samuel Stickney 3; 
Charlestown, Ligh St. ch., mon. 
con. 9.39; Valmer Depot, ch., 
tr., mon. con. 
18. 114.10 
Ambhe 22, ch. 8; Lee, Branch ch. 
2.95; per Rey. E. A. Cummings, 
Agent, 10.95 


Rhode Island. 


Rhode Island State Conv., V. J. 
Bates, tr., a friend of missions 25; 
Providence, Ist ch., mon. con, 
10V.09 ; Pine St. ch, 89; 8. Sch. 
11; to cons. Joseph C. Fanning 
L. M., 


Connecticut. 


Four Young Ladigs, “(one from 
N. Y. aud three in Conn.)’’ for 
the sup. of Julia Bennett in Ka- 
ren Normal Sch. at Maulmain, 
12; Suffield, Young Ladies of Ct. 
Literary Institution, per Kliza- 
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198.47 


38.00 


98.56 


125.05 


0 jh 


376 Donations. (August, 1853 
} beth A. Smith, to sup. Lavinia and Adalalde Burrows, in Assam 
y M. Parker in Maulmain Normal Orph. Sch.) to cons. John D 
ih! Sch., 10; 2200 Barry L. M., 100; Dr. M. Sem- 
ip ple, to cons. Mra. C. E. Semple 
New York. L. M, 100; West Philadelphia, 
Killawog, Union Village ch., Al- Gos 
te: len Cowdry 2.00 addition to 300 ackd. in May 


Washington Union Asso., D. Volin- 
tine, tr., 2950; Lakeville, ch. 
8.44; Rupert ch. 10; Rev. D. 


Mag.,) of which 50 is for sup. of 
two children in Nowgong Orph. 
Sch., to cons. William Bray Jr., 


liamsburgh, 2d ch., with other 

donas. to cons. George Sunger 

L. M., per Rev. O. D., Agent, 70.00 
Worcester, Asso.: Richmondville, 


. District of Columbia. 
Washington, E St. ch., James B. 


Tinkham 1; Rev. R. Wine- 
donas. tr., 1 Al; Kidgebury, ch. 3. 77; 
Mrs. J. B. Drummond L. M., 1. 50; per 
__Rev. J. F. Wilcox, Agent, 16.68 
5225; Whitehall, ch. 350; Tioga Asso, 0. Elliot, tr., 12.1 
it Galesville, ch. 72.75; Jane Lew- Tioga, ‘ch. 14.89; East _ ot 
is 12 cts.; with other donations, “a ’ 
to cons. Fayette Mason L. M ch. 6; Suliivan, oh. 4.40; Co- 
Wheldon L.M. 141.41: 8. Sch Mansfie'd, Gereil 1; per Rev. 
: for sup. of a child in Assam Geo. Gallow- 40.89 
Orph. Sch., 25; Sandy Hill, ch. hur. tr.: Alle shany ch. 22.18 
33; per Rev. O. Dodge, Agent, 400.97 8 676.74 
Dutchess Asso.: Mrs. Amanda Ohio. ‘ 
Payne, to cons, Peter W. Husted 
L. M., 100; Red Hook, ch. 3; Wooster Asso.: Freedom and Mt. 
per Rev. 0. D., Agent, 103 Union, ch. 3.00 
Saratoga Asso.: Schuylerville, Troy, lst. ch, 10.00 
ch. 12; Half Moon, 2d ch. a 13.00 
58.78; Amsterdam, ch. 7.50; Indiana. 
Franklin College, Soe. of Missionary 
Reneseluerville, Asso.: Duanes- Inquiry, A. Martin, tr., 45 
burg and Florida, ch. 10.75; : 
Rensselaerville, ch. 2047; Pres- Illinois. 
ton Hollow, ch. 4.12; Westerloo, 
ch, 4.78; Berne and Knox, ch. C. Baker 1; 730 
9.01; per Rev. 0. D., Agent, 49.13 
Stephen'own Asso.: Nassau, Ist ch. | Towa. 
8.7 ch. 6. r Rev. 
D 1b Farmington, Rev. William IH. Tur- 
fudson River North Asso, A. R. ton. 175 
Fox, tr.. 89.66; Schodack, ch. 
5.85; Half Moon, Ist ch. 28-49 ; Wisconsin. 
to cons. Mrs. Sophia M. Allen L. Waukesha, ch. 4; Beaver Dam, ch 
M., per Kev. 0. D , Agent, 115.00 157; W youing Valley, Literary 
fludson River South Asso.: Wil- and Miss. Soc. 10; 5.57 


ch. 10; D. T. Gott 1; per Kev. . i Clarke, tr., 71.6 
0. D, Agent, 1.00 
Franklin Asso., I. Bostwick, tr., Commins. , 
56.88 ; Bennettsville, ch. 5; A. | Assem, Nowgong, C. A. Bruce 
Blakely 1; Sally Blakely 1; per 22.73; Mrs. Goodell 25; C 1. Jen- 
Rev. O. D., Agent, 63.83 kins 2273; Capt Butler 11.86; 
90091 J. N. Martin 11.35; Gowahati, 
sundry donas. 955; Avails of 
New Jersey. needle work 1.48. 104.21 
Somerville, ch., Sab. Sch. Rari- 2.921.87 
tan Branch. James G. Coleman Legacy. 


tiling 97 | 
Wilcox. Agent, 12.00 Roynton, per Rev. BE. A. Cum- 
State Convention, P. P. Runyon, mings, Agent, 43.54 
tr., Peter P. Runyon, for sup. of 
a Karen preacher, 40; Lyons 2665.4! 
Farms, ch. 3; Elizabethtown, Total from April Ist, to June 3), 1853, $11,553.91 
ch. 10; Orange, ch. 15; Ram- 
saysburgh, Rey. Thos. F. Clancy 


70.00 DONATIONS IN CLOTHING AND GOODS 
Pennsylvania. eed Holden, Ms., Dorcas Soc., Abby F. 
Il: we See , 1 box clothing etc., 
Philadelphia, Broad St. ch., Fe- for Kev. J. Goddard, 44.0) 
male For. Miss. Soc., Mrs | Providence, R. 1.,1 box, for Miss 
Kilward W. Miller, tr , (of which 8. Morse. 
i 150 is to sup. Joseph Barnhurst, Albany, N. Y. 1 box, for Rev. R 
Adam Steinmets, Burrows F Buel. 
ft Moore, Mary Rachel Griffiths, Buffalo, N. Y., Friends, one box 
y Lydia ©. Remson and Mary | _ clothing, for Rev 1. J. Stoddart, 106.00 
Ann Miller, in Assam Orph. Phiiadelphia, Pa., Doct. David 
Sch ,) to cons. Mrs. Kdward W. Jayne, 4 boxes Medicines, 287.5 
4 Miller and Mrs. Hannah Mc- Alleghany, Pan ch, 1 box clothing, 12.60 
Cloud L. M., 289.04; Seh , (of Higin, Two classes in the 8. 
b which 75 is to sup. J. Lansing | Seh., 1 box clothing ete., for 
Burrows, John Harvard Castle | Mrs. Danforth. 


ly 


